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Community, Personnel & On-Going Information 
PARISH OFFICE STAFF 
Pastor………………………………………..322-4505, ext. 8220 
     Rev. Martin J Dobrzynski ….….. pastor@stmichaelparish.life 
Permanent Deacon…………………………..322-4505, ext. 8284 
     Deacon Ron Pyle.... .……..…deaconron@stmichaelparish.life 
Permanent Deacon…………………………..322-4505, ext. 8220 
     Deacon Gary Wolfe…………….gwolfe@stmichaelparish.life 
Executive Secretary…………………………322-4505, ext. 8220 
     Mrs. Judi Patzelt…...………...…jpatzelt@stmichaelparish.life 
Director of Liturgy & Music………………..322-4505, ext. 8227 
     Miss Debbie Mangione….…dmangione@stmichaelparish.life 
Pastoral Associate………………………………….322-4505, ext. 8241 
    Mrs. Janice Gatons………..…....jgatons@stmichaelparish.life 
Finance/Accounting Services Director.……..322-4505, ext. 8226 
     Mrs. Jesica Cherry.…………......jcherry@stmichaelparish.life   
Campus Facilities Coordinator..…………….322-4505, ext. 8232  
     Mr. Rick Gilbert………...……...rgilbert@stmichaelparish.life 
Bulletin Editor/Clerical Assistant…………...322-4505, ext. 8239 
     Mrs. Rhonda Haddad……….….bulletin@stmichaelparish.life 
Accounting Clerk…………………………....322-4505, ext. 8234 
     Mrs. Jeanette Negrete………....jnegrete@stmichaelparish.life 
Communications Coordinator……………….322-4505, ext. 8263 
     Miss Megan Jones………...……mjones@stmichaelparish.life 
Head Sacristan ………...……..……….…….322-4505, ext. 8228 
     Mrs. Loretta DePrez…….…….sacristan@stmichaelparish.life 
Scholarship & Grant Coordinator…………...322-4505, ext. 8229  

     Mr. Albert Balcer………………abalcer@stmichaelparish.life 
 
 

CONVENT 
Congregation of Mother of Carmel…………………….322-4011 
Address………………....43 W. Wilhelm Schererville, IN  46375 

 
 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Office Hours:  9:00 AM-4:00 PM  Monday-Friday and  
           by appointment 
Phone:…………...322-4505                  Fax…………...322-4508 
Email………………………………..office@stmichaelparish.life 
Website………………………………..www.stmichaelparish.life 
Address…………….....1 E. Wilhelm St., Schererville, IN  46375 
 
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL 
Office Hours:  8:00 AM-3:30 PM  Monday-Friday 
Phone…………...322-4531                     Fax…………..322-1710    
Website………………………..www.stmichaelparish.life/school 
Address…………….16 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville, IN  46375 
Principal 
     Ms. Michelle Wacnik……..….mwacnik@stmichaelparish.life 
School Executive Assistant 
     Mrs. Karen Rapacz………….....krapacz@stmichaelparish.life 
   
 

FAITH FORMATION 
Hours:  9:00 AM-3:00 PM  Monday-Thursday 
                               Friday-by appointment 
Phone ………….322-3077                       Fax.…….…...322-1710 
Website………………..www.stmichaelparish.life/faithformation 
Address…………….16 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville, IN  46375 
Director of Religious Education 
    Mrs. Kimberley Hoogeveen..khoogeveen@stmichaelparish.life 
Administrative Assistant 
    Mrs. Mary Jo Rymarczyk....mrymarczyk@stmichaelparish.life 
  

Traditional Classes……….Tuesday or Wednesday 6:00-7:30 PM 
Sunday Family Classes…….….....Once a month  9:30-11:00 AM 

SATURDAY LITURGY       SUNDAY LITURGY 
Vigil:  5:00 PM            7:30, 9:30 ๟ 11:30 AM 
DAILY LITURGY              HOLY DAY LITURGY 
Weekdays     7:00 AM            See page 9 of the bulletin  
Saturday       8:00 AM          
  

CHAPEL HOURS: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday  8:00 AM-3:00 PM 
Wednesdays  8:00 AM-4:00 PM 
Saturday  9:00-3:00 PM 
  

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Wednesdays, 1:00-4:00 PM, in the Chapel 
 
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
Sacrament of Penance...Saturday 3:30 PM-4:30 PM 
Baptisms...First time parents at St. Michael must attend a  
Baptism Prep session before the baptism date can be scheduled.   
Please call Janice at 322-4505, ext. 8241 to schedule the prep 
session and/or baptism date. 
Marriage….The bride, groom or their parents/grandparents must 
be active registered members of the parish for at least one year 
prior to reserving a date for the wedding. The diocese requires 
that arrangements must be made at least six months in advance of 
the wedding date in order for the proper personal, spiritual and 
liturgical preparations of the couple to be completed.  
Sacrament of the Sick...Please call the office until 4:00 PM.  
After 4:00 PM, please call 322-6623 Monday-Friday and  
anytime on the weekend.  
Names of the sick are placed in the bulletin for a period of four 
weeks after which time they are either removed or placed in the 
Book of Intentions in the Chapel.  
  
  
  

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Monday prior to the Sunday printing 12:00 PM (Noon).   
Holidays have exceptions. Please submit potential bulletin  
articles by email to bulletin@stmichaelparish.life or in print  
form to the office or by fax to 322-4508. 
  
  

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Linda Kinzer……………………………………….……….Chair  
Joel Palaschak…………………Vice Chair & Parish Life Liaison 
Cynthia Morley……………………………..Stewardship Liaison 
Barbara Anderson…………….….Peace & Social Justice Liaison 
Nancy Finley..………………………………..Parish Life Liaison 
Michael Morley………………....Education & Formation Liaison 
Donna Krieps…………………...Education & Formation Liaison 
Devin Sanders…...………………Spirituality & Worship Liaison  
Jack Velazquez………………………….…..Stewardship Liaison 
John Zaborske…………................Peace & Social Justice Liaison 
Jeffrey Cox………………………………………….…..Secretary 
Rev. Martin Dobrzynski……………………………….…..Pastor 
Deacon Ron Pyle……………………………..Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Gary Wolfe…………………………..Permanent Deacon 
 

Welcome to visitors and new members. If you 
would like to register, please visit the website 
or call 322-4505, x8220.  Come Join Us! 



Website: www.stmichaelparish.life   Page 3    January 22, 2023 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
Hope in Action.   Hope is always a purposeful movement to believe that our circumstances can and will be better.   
Hope is always about looking forward, and finds little energy in looking backwards. Hope is always the desire to experience 
something that pushes us forward toward God. We often entertain hope in things that are transitory, like “I hope I win the 
lottery.” This kind of hope is fueled by our individual desire to be excited or thrilled. Indeed, this hope entertains us as you or 
I might imagine what we would do with $90 million dollars.   
  
However, hope in things that truly endure and lead us closer to one another and to God is different. This kind of hope stirs us 
beyond our own individual pursuits and concerns. This is the virtue of Hope, which is expressed in the virtues of Faith and 
Love. The hope in the things that endure has fueled Christians throughout the centuries to establish ministries of care and 
concern for the sick, the poor, the uneducated, the young and the old, the distraught and those burdened with fear and guilt.   
It has fueled to building of churches, hospitals, schools, centers of administration and retreat houses, all in an effort to further 
the virtue of Hope in our world.     
  
Hope is one virtue that is often under attack. The great Deceiver would have you and I believe not in God’s promise but in our 
own selves alone, in our own way of seeing things. He tempts us to ridicule hope, painting hope as childish and unrealistic.   
He gives credence to fears because fear is the only thing that can jeopardize hope. Fear turns us inward and this is exactly 
what the devil desires.   
  
Hope always looks for concrete expressions on the part of those who engage it. To have hope that is not acted upon is like 
having faith but really not believing. That acting upon hope is both ministerial and material. It is two sides of the same coin. 
Over the last 148 years, St. Michael’s has acted upon hope, ministering to thousands in many and important ways. That Hope 
needs to persevere in the coming years as well. As we approach our 150th anniversary, we know there is much work for us yet 
to do.   
  
Perhaps some feel that they are done with work that needs to continue on at St. Michael’s. This is an understandable feeling 
from the individual perspective. My individual perspective can often be the very barrier to God’s work being accomplished.  
We are often reminded in the Scriptures that we are given Grace to do God’s work in this world. This being the case, it would 
not be me who gets to bow out, but it would be God who brings my work to a conclusion. Perhaps our “enough” finds some 
basis in fear, fear about the unknown, fear that promises it can see into the future when in fact its vision is so shortsighted, it 
can only see the present. Fear seeks to kill Hope. Hope, on the other hand, seeks to make us lively in action. Action aimed at a 
future full of promise; a future that gives honor to the generation that built this parish and pushed through their fear to build 
during the economic uncertainties of their day, including the Depression. 
  
The projects we need to address, that is, improving the environment of our school building which includes air conditioning 
and providing an administrative center that is welcoming to young and old are not put forward lightly. Some very competent 
and dedicated parishioners have studied these goals. They need to share their insights with you. If you receive a call from one 
of them, please receive them as you would Christ. They are putting themselves out on His behalf for the good of us all. If they 
leave a message, please return their call. They are willing to do this because they live in that Hope that St. Michael’s can 
continue to progress, securing our future as a primary parish in the decades ahead.   
  
This effort is called “Growing Into the Future Together” (G.I.F.T.). If you are not able to use God’s gifts to strengthen our 
hope in His goodness, then we regress into a staidness that weakens and even kills hope. Our gifts joined together will lead us 
into a brighter and more faith-filled future. Each of us individually and collectively will further renew our Hope in God’s 
promise that we can, with His Grace, change the world in which we live. This necessary change begins with each of us 
individually before it can affect those around us. If we do not allow the Lord to help us to build what we need, to move our 
hearts, the alternative is not simply standing still, it’s moving backwards. The question is where do we want to be in 15, 20, 
30, or 100 years from now. This is the question that those who are buried in our parish cemetery asked and answered with 
courage and hope. Should we do any less? Are we any worse off than they were? 
  
Certainly, we can take hope for in the last several years we have shared our gifts and have accomplished great things that have 
made St. Michael’s a significant parish in the Diocese. We have built and stabilized a beautiful large church building, have 
finished our parish hall and invested nearly $80,000 into the school building for energy efficient boiler, windows, roofs and 
facia (all necessary to prepare for air conditioning). Several other renovations or repairs have taken place, from the renewed 
Stations of the Cross, rebuilding the cemetery wall along Wilhelm Street and renovating the Convent for our beloved Sisters, 
to name just a few.   
 
All of this is not to just have physical manifestations of the faith but to support the many ministries of the parish, education, 
formation, caring for the sick, the hungry, the homebound and the homeless.  Helping to protect life and to promote life  
through our Labors of Love and so many other ministries that make St. Michael’s a vibrant growing community. These 
essential works need to continue and be supported by state-of-the-art environments both in the school building and in the 
administration of the parish and all these good ministries.   
  
Let’s not allow our fear undo us. Let us trust as we always have that God has greater things in store for us individually and 
together. He has blessed each of us in different ways, even in our difficult times, and when we come together to bless God 
with our gifts, He does even greater things through us for the community in which we live. In all of this, God is glorified and 
we grow into the future together as God’s one, holy people; God’s GIFT. 
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Spirituality and Worship Commission 
Commission Members:  Director of Liturgy, Art & Environment, 
Eucharistic Ministers, Hospitality, Lectors, Music, Sacristan, Altar 
Servers, Cross Bearers, Prayer Ministry, RCIA, Ministers of Care, 
Deer Creek/Clarendale Ministers 

Eucharistic Adoration 
January 25th 
1:00-4:00 PM 
in the Chapel 

Education and Formation Commission 
Commission Members:  Director of Religious Education, School 
Principal, Sport/School Advisory Board/HSA Representatives, 
Marriage Prep, Baptismal Prep, Adult Catholic Education, RADIATE 
Youth Ministry, Bible Study 

Save the Dates 
FORGIVEN SERIES  

(Sacrament of Penance/Reconciliation) 
7:00 PM - Wednesdays, March 1st—29th 

St. Patrick Hall 
 Presented by the Adult Catholic Education Committee 

Sign up  Feb.18th, 19th, 25th and 26th after all Masses. 

All High Schoolers are Invited to Radiate 

Upcoming calendar: 
January 29th:  Topic: “Doubts and Questions about Faith and God” with Deacon Ron, 
6:00-8:00 PM in St. Patrick Hall 
February 19th:  GAME NIGHT IN SMS gym. Eighth graders are invited to have some 
fun and see what Radiate is all about! 6:00-8:00 PM.  
 

For updates, join our REMIND TEXTS by sending a text to 81010 and then text message @Radiate. 
If you have any questions, please call Jeannine Quigley at (219) 775-5356 or Marisa Richardson at 
(219) 730-4735. 

 
Radiate having Christmastime fun! From Ornament-Making to Cookie Decorating Contest to Pass-the-Gift 
Exchange, we all had a great time!          Article submitted by Jeannine Quigley              Pictures submitted by Wyatt Trevino 

Celebrating the Sacraments of  
Holy Communion and Confirmation  

while making a Full Communion into the  
Catholic Church,  

we welcome Chloe & Kylee Velez!  
The sisters started their faith journey through 

the RCIA Program at St. Michael Parish.  
May God Bless you both! 

Submitted by Kimberley Hoogeveen 
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Education and Formation Commission 

Michelle Wacnik, Principal 

My name is Daniel Curran, but most people call me Danny. I started at SMS in  
Kindergarten. I am very happy I came here because I met most of my friends and 
the nicest teacher in Kindergarten, Mrs. Barone. Once you get in 5th grade, you can 
play various sports. In school, I run cross country, play soccer, participate in  
Student Council and play basketball. Out of school, I play only soccer. My favorite 
memory of being here was my first day of Kindergarten, because I was introduced 
to this school for the first time. The second happiest memory is when I got my first 
goal at SMS soccer, I felt really happy the moment I did it. The most important 
thing that should be learned is math, because you need math a lot in life. This 
school has treated me and everyone very well, and we should all respect each other. 
We should all be very thankful for what a good school we have for various reasons. 
First, the teachers are very kind and heartwarming. They help you no matter what 
you have trouble with; even if you're having trouble with something outside of 
school. Second, you can meet new friends and people that you don’t know. Lastly, 
the school itself. The school has many things you can participate in, such as altar  

serving Student Council, sports, and much more! Leaving this school will be hard for me, but I will have fun 
in high school. I hope all of the future middle schoolers will have a nice and fun experience at SMS! 

Shop at Office Depot and Support SMS 
Make a purchase of qualifying school supplies, provide SMS id, 70037368, at 
checkout and SMS will receive 5% back in credits for FREE supplies! Thank 
you for supporting SMS. 
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Education and Formation Commission 

Commission Members:  Ministry of Consolation and Hope, 
Good Samaritans, Pastoral Care, Respect Life, Parish Nurse 
Ministry, Rebuilding Hope Mission Team, Wheelchair Ramp Ministry, 
Labors of Love, Emotions Anonymous 

Peace & Social Justice Commission 

Welcome the Newly Baptized 
 

Ian Mark Banashak 
Olivia Inez Belen Brandon 

Jose Samuel Matchain 
Thea Nguyen 

Blood Pressure, Glucose and 
Oxygen Level Screenings  

This Weekend After the 5:00 PM Mass  
and 7:30 & 9:30 AM Masses 

in the East Cloak Room 

EMOTIONS ANONYMOUS 
EVERY MONDAY (except holidays) 

6:00-7:30 PM IN  
SOUTHWEST MEETING ROOM 

LIFE IS PRECIOUS; HANDLE WITH PRAYER     
 

Loretta Kreuger, Ed Labus, Zac Wachowski Family, Pam Pellince, Kristen Finley, Karen Walker, 
Maureen Bartok, Jim Morehouse, Robert Nomanson, Bill and Mary Pat Pawlicki, Laine  
Whiting, Cathy Rose and all those in need of the healing touch of God. 
 

Please call 219-322-4505, ext. 8220 to place a loved one on the Prayer List. . Names of the sick 
are placed in the bulletin for a period of four weeks after which time they are removed 
and then placed in the Book of Intentions in the Chapel.  

 

St. Michael’s parishioners are in bold, italic print. 

Kimberley Hoogeveen, DRE 

24th/25th:  Traditional Classes  6:00-7:30 PM 
26th:  First Communion Parent Meeting  7:00 PM 
 

28th:  First Reconciliation Service  10:30 AM 
          Reception in St. Patrick Hall to Follow 
31st/Feb. 1st:  Traditional Classes  6:00-7:30 PM 

 

HOLY HOUR FOR 
LIFE 

JANUARY 29TH 
3:00 PM  

IN THE CHAPEL 
 

Please join the Respect Life Ministry and Knights of  
Columbus as we pray for the end to abortion and remember 
the many lives lost and affected by this tragedy. The Holy 
Hour will include having candles lit and a reading of  
experiences missed due to abortion, the Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, the Rosary and ending with  
Benediction. All are invited to attend.   

 Submitted by Cathy Bartczak 

 For Those Who Have Died… 
    

 Joseph Seneczko  
 
 

Life has changed, not ended 
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Parish Life 
Commission Members: Welcoming Ministry, Holy Name 
Society, Knights of Columbus, Festival Committee, Comforting 
Chefs, Senior GEMS, Boy Scouts of America 

Bingo  
(white elephant prizes) 

& Refreshments 
January 24th 

10:00 AM in SE Room 
of St. Patrick Hall 

Anyone over 50 is welcome to the Senior 
GEMS. Watch the bulletin for details about  
upcoming events.           Submitted by Carol Rusich 

9 Days for Life 
Pray to Protect Human Life 
All parishioners are invited to the Closing 
Prayer Service for the 9 Days for Life on 
January 27th at 6:45 PM in the Chapel. 
Each day will have prayers and intentions 
posted on Facebook. The Novena is  
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. 
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Consider how you can be more prayerful and 
intentionally led by Christ. 
    Submitted by Conchita Bryner 

Stewardship & Parish Administration Commission 
Commission Members:  Finance Council, Gardener 
Ministry, Education Foundation, Cemetery Committee,  
Campus Facilities Coordinator, Stewardship 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

December 11, 2022 
  

Adult                                                  $12,832.00 
Children                                                     $69.00                   
EFTs*                                                    $3157.50 
Loose                                                       $529.70 

 

 Total Weekly Offering 
$16,588.20 

 

Immaculate Conception Collection 
$4,693.00 

 

*Electronic Funds Transfer 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 
 
 
 

 
SUNDAY   JANUARY 22 
Blood Pressure Readings After 7:30 & 9:30 AM Masses 
Super Raffle Ticket Sales After All Masses 
RCIA  9:30 AM 
 
The Rosary is said after 7:00 AM weekday Mass except  
Tuesday-after OLPH Devotions 
 
MONDAY   JANUARY 23 
Emotions Anonymous  6:00 PM 
 
TUESDAY   JANUARY 24 
Senior GEMS  10:00 AM 
Faith Formation Traditional Classes  6:00 PM 
 
WEDNESDAY   JANUARY 25 
Eucharistic Adoration  1:00-4:00 PM   
Faith Formation Traditional Classes  6:00 PM 
Stewardship Meeting  6:00 PM 
 
THURSDAY   JANUARY 26 
First Communion Parent Meeting  6:00 PM 
Choir Practice  7:00 PM 
 
FRIDAY   JANUARY 27 
9 Days of Life Closing Prayer Service  6:45 PM 
 
SATURDAY    JANUARY 28 
First Reconciliation  10:30 AM 
Confessions  3:30-4:30 PM 
Super Raffle Ticket Sales After Vigil Mass 
 
SUNDAY   JANUARY 29 
Super Raffle Ticket Sales After All Masses 
RCIA  9:30 AM 
SMS Open House  10:30 AM-12:00 PM 
Holy Hour for Life  3:00 PM 
Radiate  6:00 PM 

Diocesan Life Information 
ENRICH YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE 

Men and women-married and single-living and 
working in our world: You are invited to “Come 
and See” if you may have a vocation to the Secular 
Franciscan order. Join members of the St. Mary of 
the Angels Fraternity on January 29th at 11:00 AM 
(after the 10:00 AM Mass) in the St. Francis Room 
at St. John the Evangelist (downstairs-elevator ac-
cess), 10701 Olcott Ave, St. John. For added event 
details, please contact Deacon Phillip Coduti, O.F.S. 
at 773-837-6890 or Dr. Donna Thiernau, O.F.S. at 
708-846-4018. Reach your spiritual goals with  
direction, inspiration, encouragement and support in 
a fraternity of Secular Franciscans. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 8082 – 
DYER 12TH ANNUAL PACZKI BALL  

DINNER / DANCE FUNDRAISER 
When: Saturday, February 11th,  6:00 – 11:00 PM 
Where:  Andorra Banquets  
               1112 Route 41, Schererville, IN  
Cash bar and family style Polish dinner followed by 
dancing featuring E-Z Tones Polka Band. Ticket cost is 
$35 per person. To purchase tickets or request addition-
al information, contact Ed Hebda at (219) 865-6922 or 
via e-mail: Edhebda8082@yahoo.com. 



Website: www.stmichaelparish.life   Page 9    January 22, 2023 

We Remember . . . We Prepare . . . 

SATURDAY       JANUARY 21           
5:00 PM    Carol Jakubowicz 
 
SUNDAY            JANUARY 22   THIRD SUNDAY IN
            ORDINARY TIME 
7:30 AM    St. Michael Parish 
9:30 AM    Rose & Anthony D’Mello 
     Joseph Patrick Logue 
11:30 AM    Charles Marsh 
  
MONDAY         JANUARY 23  
7:00 AM    Kiet Quorc Nguyen 
         
TUESDAY         JANUARY 24 
7:00 AM    Departed Souls of the Congregation of 
     Mother of Carmel 
    
WEDNESDAY   JANUARY 25 
7:00 AM    Sharon & David Kras 
8:55 AM    All Souls 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THURSDAY    JANUARY 26 
7:00 AM Joseph Heintz 
  
FRIDAY      JANUARY 27 
7:00 AM Tom Kudzia 
 
SATURDAY    JANUARY 28    
8:00 AM All Souls 
5:00 PM Patricia Lyza 
   
SUNDAY      JANUARY 29   FOURTH SUNDAY IN 
             ORDINARY TIME 
7:30 AM St. Michael Parish 
9:30 AM Gladwyn D’Mello 
11:30 AM Bob & Joan Hamnik 
    
    
    
  
 indicates deceased 

Tඁൾ Wඈඋൽ 
(Readings for January 29, 2023, Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  
  
   

I.    Zephaniah 2:3, 3:12-13 “Seek the Lord, all you humble of the earth,” said Zephaniah, the prophet.  
    Do what is right. “Seek justice.” Those who take refuge in the Lord shall  
    pasture their flocks. 
  
 
 
II.  1 Corinthians 1:26-31 The weak of the world are chosen by God. “Whoever boasts, should boast    

    in the Lord.”   
  
  
 
III.  Matthew 5:1-12a  Jesus upset the standards of worldly justice in this charter of the heavenly 

    reign: It belongs not to the rich but to the poor in spirit, not to the powerful 
    but to the lowly, not to warmongers but to peacemakers. 
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