
WELCOME TO ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

JULY 23, 2023                           16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



Website: www.stmichaelparish.life   Page 2    July 23, 2023 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
SATURDAY LITURGY    
Vigil:  5:00 PM           
SUNDAY LITURGY 
7:30, 9:30  11:30 AM 
DAILY LITURGY       
Weekdays     7:00 AM                
Saturday       8:00 AM          
HOLY DAY LITURGY 
See page 9 of the bulletin  
 
 

CHAPEL HOURS: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday   
8:00 AM-3:00 PM 
Wednesdays   
8:00 AM-4:00 PM 
Saturday   
9:00-3:00 PM 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Wednesdays 
1:00-4:00 PM in the Chapel 
 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
Sacrament of Penance...Saturday  
3:30 PM-4:30 PM 
Baptisms...First time parents at  
St. Michael must attend a Baptism Prep 
session before the baptism date can be 
scheduled.  Please call Janice at ext. 8241 
to schedule the prep session and/or  
baptism date. 
Marriage….The bride, groom or their 
parents/grandparents must be active  
registered members of the parish for at 
least one year prior to reserving a date for 
the wedding. The diocese requires that  
arrangements must be made at least six 
months in advance of the wedding date in 
order for the proper personal, spiritual and 
liturgical preparations of the couple to be 
completed.  
Sacrament of the Sick...Please call the 
office until 4:00 PM.  After 4:00 PM, 
please call 322-6623 Monday-Friday and 
anytime on the weekend.  
Names of the sick are placed in the  
bulletin for a period of four weeks after 
which time they are either removed or 
placed in the Book of Intentions in the 
Chapel.  
  
 
  

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Monday prior to the Sunday printing  
12:00 PM (Noon). Holidays have  
exceptions. Please submit potential  
bulletin articles by email to 
bulletin@stmichaelparish.life or in print 
form to the office or by fax to 322-4508. 

 MINISTRIES 
If you are interested in participating in any of 
these ministries, please visit the website for 
Ministry Coordinator information. 
 

Spirituality & Worship Commission 
Altar Servers 
Art & Environment 
Cross Bearers 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
Hospitality 
Lectors 
Liturgy Committee 
Music Ministry 
Centering Prayer Ministry 
RCIA  
Sacristan 
Ministers of Care 
Deer Creek/Clarendale Ministers 
 

Education & Formation Commission 
Adult Catholic Education 
Baptismal Preparation 
Catholic Bible Study 
Faith Formation 
Marriage Preparation 
Radiate 
School Advisory Board 
Sports Advisory Board 
 

Stewardship & Parish Administration  
Finance Council  
Parish Gardeners 
Cemetery Committee 
 

Parish Life 
Boy Scouts of America 
Comforting Chefs 
Emotions Anonymous 
Festival Committee 
Holy Name Society 
Knights of Columbus 
Ministry of Hope & Consolation 
Parish Nurse 
Senior GEMS 
Welcoming Ministry 
 

Peace & Social Justice Commission 
Good Samaritans 
Labors of Love  
Rebuilding Hope Mission Team 
Wheelchair Ramp Ministry 
Respect Life Group 
Pastoral Care 
 
 
 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Linda Kinzer………………………………...Chair  
Joel Palaschak… ……...Vice Chair/Parish Life Liaison 
Barbara Anderson……..Peace & Social Justice Liaison 
Nancy Finley..…………………...Parish Life Liaison 
Michael Morley……...Education & Formation Liaison 
Donna Krieps………...Education & Formation Liaison 
Devin Sanders…...……Spirituality & Worship Liaison  
John Zaborske………...Peace & Social Justice Liaison 
Lou Bufano……………………………….At Large 
Martha Kozub……………………………At Large 
Connie Solorio…………………………….At Large 
Bob Solorio……………………………….At Large 
Jeffrey Cox……..…………………….…...Secretary 
Rev. Martin Dobrzynski………………….…...Pastor 
Deacon Ron Pyle………………..Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Gary Wolfe……………..Permanent Deacon 

PARISH OFFICE 
1 E. Wilhelm St, Schererville 

(219) 322-4505/FAX (219) 322-4508 
9:00-4:00 PM MONDAY-FRIDAY 

or by appointment 
www.stmichaelparish.life 

Pastor 
Rev. Martin Dobrzynski              ext. 8220 
pastor@stmichaelparish.life 
 

Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Ron Pyle                  ext. 8284 
deaconron@stmichaelparish.life 
Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Gary Wolfe           ext. 8220 
gwolfe@stmichaelparish.life 
Pastoral Associate 
Mrs. Janice Gatons           ext. 8241 
jgatons@stmichaelparish.life 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Miss Debbie Mangione           ext. 8227 
dmangione@stmichaelparish.life 
Director of Finance & Accounting 
Mrs. Jesica Cherry           ext. 8226 
jcherry@stmichaelparish.life 
Executive Secretary 
Mrs. Judi Patzelt                          ext. 8220 
jpatzelt@stmichaelparish.life 
Communications Coordinator 
Miss Megan Jones           ext. 8263 
mjones@stmichaelparish.life 
Bulletin Editor/Clerical Assistant 
Mrs. Rhonda Haddad           ext. 8239 
bulletin@stmichaelparish.life 
Accounting Clerk 
Mrs. Jeanette Negrete           ext. 8234 
jnegrete@stmichaelparish.life 
Campus Facilities Coordinator 
Mr. Rick Gilbert                          ext. 8232 
rgilbert@stmichaelparish.life 
Head Sacristan 
Mrs. Loretta DePrez           ext. 8228 
sacristan@stmichaelparish.life 
Scholarship & Grant Coordinator 
Mr. Albert Balcer                          ext. 8222 
abalcer@stmichaelparish.life 
 

CONVENT 
Congregation of Mother of Carmel 

43 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville 
219-322-4011 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
16 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville 

(219)322-4531/FAX (219)322-1710 
Principal 
Ms. Michelle Wacnik           ext. 8322 
mwacnik@smswarriors.org 
Executive Assistant 
Mrs. Karen Rapacz           ext. 8321 
krapacz@stmichaelparish.life 
Director of Religious Education 
Mrs. Kimberley Hoogeveen         ext. 8328 
khoogeveen@stmichaelparish.life 
Administrative Assistant 
Mrs. Mary Jo Rymarczyk            ext. 8329 
mrymarczyk@stmichaelparish.life 
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From the Pastor’s Desk  
The Master Gardener.  When I think of the Kingdom of Heaven, I first think of a place, a place that is 
not here. I don’t think I am unique in this perspective. We think of the Kingdom of Heaven as a place above 
here, away from here, not like here. A place with puffy clouds perhaps, or pearly gates, or streets paved in 
gold, or an other worldly place. 
 
It is curious to note that Jesus, in today’s Gospel, speaks of the Kingdom of Heaven as if it is in the here and 
now. As if it is all around us, and we are somehow participating in it, all-be-it in a limited fashion. The  
Kingdom is like what we presently experience; the frustration of living our faith (trying to be faithful to God 
alone) in a place that has people who don’t care about the things we care about. In all honesty, we would 
wish to live undisturbed by the weeds that impinge upon us, tempting us to become weedy. How much easier 
it would be to live with people who think like me, worship like me, value like me. But we don’t, and  
somehow this too is part of the Kingdom.   
 
This is part of the Kingdom, a necessary element of God’s eternal 
plan. This is a mystery to us. Jesus also makes it clear that the 
weeds will be separated at the appointed time but for now we must 
live amongst these weeds. Indeed, if we are honest, each of us  
striving to be a productive plant, have some “weediness” in us.  
That might be the better place to start.   
 
The Kingdom of God is all about patience, patience that allows us 
to let God weed out of us what is unruly and unproductive towards 
charity. If we can realize we need to be tended to by the Master 
Gardner, we can then begin to see how we must not separate  
ourselves for the more obvious weeds among us. We must take the 
example of the Master Gardener and help those weeds to find the 
path to become fruitful plantings. 
 
The solution to holiness, a necessary reality to be admitted to the Kingdom, is not to be quarantined against 
those who are far from holiness and not presently interested in pursuing it. Rather, it is to live in the midst of 
the weeds and to act as an agent of change. An agent of change like the second example Jesus gives; to be 
the yeast in the middle of the field and to show forth Christ in our daily actions and attitude, to show that we 
can and do invite the Master Gardener to change us, to pull the weeds out of us. 
 
So, the Kingdom of God is in the here and now. It is here, not fully realized, and yet our time here, in this 
place, is part of our experience of being in God’s Kingdom. Helping to bring one weed from being a weed to 
becoming a fruitful plant would make God’s Kingdom more realized. God is patient, The weeds challenge us 
and make us stronger. The weeds do not win. Jesus is clear that there is a separation. The time now is to  
allow God to work in us through His Sacraments, especially the Sacrament of Penance and the Eucharist.  
These are our gardening tools to make us stronger, fruitful plants and to help others be less a weed and more 
fruitful for the Kingdom.     
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  Celebrate and Deepen Your  
Relationship with Mary,  

the Mother of God 
Marian Devotions 

July 30th at  8:15 PM 
Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine 

Eucharistic  
Adoration 

 

July 26th 
 

1:00-4:00 PM  
 

in the Chapel 

The Wheelchair Ramp Ministry Hard at Work 
 
 

St. Michael's Wheelchair Ramp Ministry installed its 57th ramp In 
St. John for Michael Walker, a recent amputee. The ministry was 
able to help Jane and Michael because of a parishioner’s referral. 
If you would like to participate in this ministry in any way, please 
contact St Michael's parish office at 219-322-4505. 
If you know someone who may be in need of our services, please 
contact Catholic Charities at outreach@catholic-charities.org or 
call 219-886-3549, ask for Jessa Conn. 
 
The two gentlemen pictured are installers, Bill Marvel from  
St. John the Evangelist on the left and Jim Koeling of St. Michael 
the Archangel on the right. 
           Submitted by James Koeling 

AUGUST 5TH 
 

CONFESSIONS 
2:30-3:30 PM 

 

MASS 
4:00 PM 
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What a Beautiful Night for Marian Devotions.  
It started with ice cream and ended in prayer. Thank 
you to our very own St Michael’s sisters on their feast 
day! We appreciate the scapulars & rosaries you gifted 
Radiate with. 
 
Our Lady of Mount Caramel,  
pray for us. 

COMING SOON, stay tuned for our next gathering…. In August we will have our Planning Night for this 
upcoming year for Radiate. Your ideas will be welcomed! 

 

ARE YOU INTERESTED in NCYC (National Catholic Youth Conference) held in Indianapolis this  
November? It’s not too late---NOW is the time to Register!  
Check out website for more information: www.NCYC.us. Call Jeannine Quigley to register and for more  
details: 219-775-5356.                                                                                                  submitted by Jeannine Quigley               

  
  
  
 
 
  

Registration is open for all  
returning and new students.  

Please call the Faith Formation office  
at 219-322-3077 or email  

khoogeveen@stmichaelparish.life  
for more information. 

Michelle Wacnik, Principal Kimberley Hoogeveen, DRE 

 

Registration for SMS 
2023/24 

  

school year is open.  
  

Preschool-8th Grade  
  

Please call the school at 
322-4531 

  

 for more information.  
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Welcome the Newly Baptized
 

Mikolaj Joe Kania 
Patrick Edward Galvin 

Amelia Michelle Campos 
Anthony Benedict Dolder 

CALLING ALL  
SENIIORS, 50+,  

PARISHIONER OR  
NON-PARISHIONER 

JULY 25TH 
10:00 AM 

IN SE ROOM OF  
ST. PATRICK HALL 

  submitted by Carol Rusich 

The Good Samaritans are here to assist anyone with temporary help. If you 
know someone from Dyer, Schererville or St. John who could use help with 
their NIPSCO bill, rent, or groceries, please have that person in need (due to 
privacy act) call 322-4505, ext. 8250 and leave a message. 

LIFE IS PRECIOUS; HANDLE  WITH PRAYER 
  
Luke Slevnik, Steven DeLuca, Linda Bayus, Whitney Brittle, Linda Iwan, Angela Koutsis, 
Nancy Finley, John Madrigal, Allen Girnus, Bob Berkowicz, Tina Serna, Cathy Rose, Ed 
Cook, Valerie West, Patrick Glinski and all those in need of the healing touch of God.  
Please call 219-322-4505, ext. 8220 to place a loved one on the Prayer List. Please see page 2 
for guidelines regarding Pray for the Sick list.  
  

  

St. Michael’s parishioners are in bold, italic print. 

Spiritual Adoption Program 
 
Please remember to pray daily for 
your spiritually adopted baby and 
the baby’s mother and father.  
During your earthly life this  
spiritually adopted child of yours 
will be known only to God but in 
the world to come, it is hoped you 
will meet the child whose life was 
spared by your prayers and spend 
eternal happiness with them. 
“Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I love 
you very much. I beg you to spare 
the life of the unborn baby that I 
have spiritually adopted who is in 
danger of abortion.” 
  

Prayer of Archbishop Fulton J. 
Sheen 
       Submitted by Cathy Bartczak 

KEEP UPDATED ON CURRENT ISSUES  

The Respect Life Ministry would like to encourage everyone to watch EWTN's ProLife 
Weekly every Thursday at 9:00 PM or Tuesday at 12:00 PM to keep informed on issues 
that are currently being discussed. Also visit their website at Prolifeweekly.com for the 
weekly CALL TO ACTION!                                                       Submitted by Cathy Bartczak 
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 Bakers Needed for Fun Fest! 
Please drop off your best  

non-refrigerated dessert on  
  August 4th after 1:00 PM  

in St. Patrick Hall.  
We will cut and package  

desserts  
accordingly. 

Knights of Columbus Council 12177 
Blood Drive 

in St. Patrick Hall 
Thursday, July 27th 
11:00 AM-5:00 PM 

Calling All Volunteers! 
The Bake Sale is in need of volunteers to 
cut and package desserts on August 4th 
and 5th. Please contact Cheryl at  
219-865-1495 if you would like to help. 
Together, let’s make this bake sale a BIG 
success! 
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Donate to a new charity. Perhaps a home for unwed 
mothers, Parkinson’s foundation, domestic violence 
center. Something you have considered but have not 
done. Volunteer for the parish festival.         
Submitted by Conchita Bryner 

 

 

 
SUNDAY   JULY 23 
Coffee & Donuts After All Masses 
Mega Raffle Ticket Sales After All Masses 
RCIA  9:30 AM 
Early Bird Raffle Drawing  2:00 PM 
 
The Rosary is said after 7:00 AM weekday Mass except  
Tuesday-after OLPH Devotions 
  
MONDAY   JULY 24 
Emotions Anonymous  6:00 PM 
 
TUESDAY   JULY 25 
GEMS  10:00 AM 
Catholic Bible Study  7:00 PM 
 
WEDNESDAY   JULY 26 
Eucharistic Adoration  1:00-4:00 PM   
 
THURSDAY   JULY 27 
K OF C Blood Drive  11:00 AM-5:00 PM 
Catechist Training   6:00 PM 
 
SATURDAY   JULY 29 
Confessions  3:30-4:30 PM 
Mega Raffle Ticket Sales After Vigil Mass 
 
SUNDAY   JULY 30 
Mega Raffle Ticket Sales After All Masses 
RCIA  9:30 AM 
Marian Devotions  8:15 PM 

June 11, 2023  
  

Adult                                                    $11,136.00 
Children                                                         $5.00                                  
EFTs                                                       $3,988.00 
Loose                                                         $430.00 

 Total Weekly Offering 
$15,559.00 

  

Thank you for your generosity! 

Stewardship by the Book 
 

Good stewards in a parish are like the yeast in  
today’s Gospel. Their selfless gifts of time and  
talent help the parish grow and thrive, and their  
example inspires others to become good stewards, 
too. 

Communications Director 
Needed! 

Please send resume along with 
a cover letter to Judi at  
jpatzelt@stmichaelparish.life. 
Job description on  
indeed.com. 
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BE A SPONSOR 
The Diocese of Gary will host a Eucharistic Revival 
on August 26th at Bishop Noll in Hammond. You 
are invited to be a sponsor, vendor or showcase your 
apostolate for this important event. Sponsors can be 
individuals or corporate and there are different  
sponsorship levels. As a sponsor, you will be  
promoting the Catholic faith and devotion to Our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Sponsors will help 
fund the Eucharistic Miracles of the World display, 
based on the work of Blessed Carlos Acutis, that will 
be shown at the conference and will be available for 
parishes afterwards. In addition, sponsors will receive 
recognition in the program and on the Diocese of 
Gary website. Vendors and apostolates are welcome 
to come display their services, products, and  
ministries. For more information and to register go 
to https://www.dcgary.org/eucharistic-revival or call 
219-769-9292, ext. 259. 

PARADE OF POLKA BANDS PICNIC 
Join the International Polka Association as they  
present the Parade of Polka Bands Picnic on  
August 6th at the Hammond Mohawks Picnic 
Grove, 4040 Calumet Avenue, Hammond. Doors 
open at 12:30 PM with Polka Music, 1:00-6:00 PM. 
Admission a the door is $15. The following bands 
will be featured: 

Tony Blazonczyk’s New Phaze 
The IPA Tribute Band 
Polka Mojo 
Polka Generations 

      DynaVersaStickToneAires 
A full array of your favorite Polish foods and  
beverages will be available for purchase. This is a 
family event and everyone is welcome!  

SIP SAVOR SUPPORT 
Catholic Charities is having a wine and food pairing 
dinner experience, Sip, Savor, Support on  
October 13th starting at 6:30 PM at Trinity Banquet 
Hall, 640 N. Calumet Ave., Chesterton. Proceeds from 
this event will provide emergency assistance for those 
living in Lake, Porter, LaPorte and Starke Counties. 
Please contact Kevin at  
kfeldman@catholic-charities.org for more  
information. 

SPEAKERS NEEDED 
The STM Career Networking Group is looking 
for someone with experience and knowledge 
regarding job searching and/or career assis-
tance. Please email stmcareergroup@gamil.com 
if you are interested. 

THE TRANSITUS OF ST. CLARE & FEAST 
OF ST. CLARE 

On August 10th, the Franciscan  
Sisters of the Sacred Heart will recall 
the last days of St. Clare with a 
Transitus Service, 4:15-4:50 PM, in 
the motherhouse chapel, 9201 W.  
St. Francis Road, Frankfort, IL.  
On August 11th at 9:30 AM, the 
Feast of St. Clare will be celebrated with Mass in 
the motherhouse chapel. All are welcome! 

BUNCO & BLESSINGS 
St. Edward Altar & Rosary Society invites 
women and men to Bunco & Blessings on 
August 13th at St. Edwards, 216 S. Nichols, 
Lowell. Doors open at 12:30 PM and bunco 
starts at 1:30 PM. Tickets are $25. There will 
be cash prizes for winners, raffle baskets and 

50/50 drawing. For more 
information, please contact 
Vicki at 219-713-8979 or 
June at 219-476-6735. 
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SATURDAY       JULY 22 
5:00 PM       Mary Lopez 
 
SUNDAY           JULY 23   16TH SUNDAY IN  
         ORDINARY TIME  
7:30 AM      Charles Thiel 
9:30 AM      Julia Drabik 
       Leonard & Len Lula 
       William Rabb 
11:30 AM      St. Michael Parish 
 
MONDAY           JULY 24 
7:00 AM      All Souls 
                               
TUESDAY          JULY 25 
7:00 AM      Sandy Pyle 
  
WEDNESDAY   JULY 26 
7:00 AM      Violet Malone 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THURSDAY      JULY 27 
7:00 AM     Joseph Kallulalam-1st Anniversary 
      Mary Bohling 
 
FRIDAY          JULY 28 
7:00 AM     All Souls 
 
SATURDAY      JULY 29 
8:00 AM Gloria Smokvina
5:00 PM     Stanley Kulig 
          
SUNDAY          JULY 30  17TH SUNDAY IN  
         ORDINARY TIME  
7:30 AM     William Salas 
9:30 AM     Stacy Austgen 
      Maryalice Deasy 
      Linda Bradley 
11:30 AM     St. Michael Parish 
                             
            
    
    
    
  
 indicates deceased 

T  W  
Readings for July 30, 2023, the 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  
  
   
 
 
 

 I. Kings 3:5, 7-12       God appeared to Solomon in a dream and offered him whatever he 
    desired. The king requested wisdom to govern Israel well. The 
    Lord granted the request.    
  
  
II.   Romans 8:28-30  All things work for good for people who love God. The Lord God 
    knows, predestines, justifies and glorifies people and calls them to 
    share Christ’s love. 
     
  
III.  Matthew 13:44-52 Jesus said that the reign of heaven is like a buried treasure and a 

    fine pearl. Those who find it sell all they have to attain it. God is 
    like a householder who brings forth good things, new and old. 
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