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SATURDAY LITURGY    
Vigil:  5:00 PM           
SUNDAY LITURGY 
7:30, 9:30 ๟ 11:30 AM 
DAILY LITURGY       
Weekdays     7:00 AM                
Saturday       8:00 AM          
HOLY DAY LITURGY 
See page 9 of the bulletin  
 
 

CHAPEL HOURS: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday   
8:00 AM-3:00 PM 
Wednesdays   
8:00 AM-4:00 PM 
Saturday   
9:00-3:00 PM 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Wednesdays 
1:00-4:00 PM in the Chapel 
 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
Sacrament of Penance...Saturday  
3:30 PM-4:30 PM 
Baptisms...First time parents at  
St. Michael must attend a Baptism Prep 
session before the baptism date can be 
scheduled.  Please call Janice at ext. 8241 
to schedule the prep session and/or  
baptism date. 
Marriage….The bride, groom or their 
parents/grandparents must be active  
registered members of the parish for at 
least one year prior to reserving a date for 
the wedding. The diocese requires that  
arrangements must be made at least six 
months in advance of the wedding date in 
order for the proper personal, spiritual and 
liturgical preparations of the couple to be 
completed.  
Sacrament of the Sick...Please call the 
office until 4:00 PM.  After 4:00 PM, 
please call 322-6623 Monday-Friday and 
anytime on the weekend.  
Names of the sick are placed in the  
bulletin for a period of four weeks after 
which time they are either removed or 
placed in the Book of Intentions in the 
Chapel.  
  
 
  

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Monday prior to the Sunday printing  
12:00 PM (Noon). Holidays have  
exceptions. Please submit potential  
bulletin articles by email to 
bulletin@stmichaelparish.life or in print 
form to the office or by fax to 322-4508. 

 MINISTRIES 
If you are interested in participating in any of 
these ministries, please visit the website for 
Ministry Coordinator information. 
 

Spirituality & Worship Commission 
Altar Servers 
Art & Environment 
Cross Bearers 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
Hospitality 
Lectors 
Liturgy Committee 
Music Ministry 
Centering Prayer Ministry 
RCIA  
Sacristan 
Ministers of Care 
 

Education & Formation Commission 
Adult Catholic Education 
Alpha 
Baptismal Preparation 
Catholic Bible Study 
Faith Formation 
Marriage Preparation 
Radiate 
School Administrator 
 

Stewardship & Parish Administration  
AV Ministry 
Cemetery Committee 

Parish Gardeners 
Stewardship 

 

Parish Life 
Boy Scouts of America 
Comforting Chefs 
Emotions Anonymous 
Festival Committee 
Holy Name Society 
Knights of Columbus 
Labors of Love  
Ministry of Hope & Consolation 
Parish Nurse 
Senior GEMS 
Welcoming Ministry 
 

Peace & Social Justice Commission 
Good Samaritans 
Rebuilding Hope Mission Team 
Wheelchair Ramp Ministry 
Respect Life Group 
Pastoral Care 
 

CONVENT 
Congregation of Mother of Carmel 

43 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville 
219-322-4011 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
16 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville 

(219)322-4531/FAX (219)322-1710 
Principal 
Ms. Michelle Wacnik            ext. 8322 
mwacnik@smswarriors.org 
Executive Assistant 
Mrs. Karen Rapacz            ext. 8321 
krapacz@stmichaelparish.life 
Director of Religious Education 
Mrs. Kimberley Hoogeveen         ext. 8328 
khoogeveen@stmichaelparish.life 
Administrative Assistant 
Mrs. Mary Jo Rymarczyk             ext. 8329 
mrymarczyk@stmichaelparish.life 

PARISH OFFICE 
1 E. Wilhelm St, Schererville 

(219) 322-4505/FAX (219) 322-4508 
9:00-4:00 PM MONDAY-FRIDAY 

or by appointment 
www.stmichaelparish.life 

Pastor 
Rev. Martin Dobrzynski               ext. 8220 
pastor@stmichaelparish.life 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Robert Ross             ext. 8229 
frrobertr@stmichaelparish.life 
 

Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Ron Pyle                   ext. 8284 
deaconron@stmichaelparish.life 
Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Gary Wolfe            ext. 8220 
garywolfe@hotmail.com 
Pastoral Associate 
Mrs. Janice Gatons            ext. 8241 
jgatons@stmichaelparish.life 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Miss Debbie Mangione            ext. 8227 
dmangione@stmichaelparish.life 
Director of Finance & Accounting 
Mrs. Jesica Cherry            ext. 8226 
jcherry@stmichaelparish.life 
Executive Secretary 
Mrs. Judi Patzelt                          ext. 8220 
jpatzelt@stmichaelparish.life 
Communications Director 
Elizabeth Munoz             ext. 8263 
emunoz@stmichaelparish.life 
Bulletin Editor/Clerical Assistant 
Mrs. Rhonda Haddad            ext. 8239 
bulletin@stmichaelparish.life 
Accounting Clerk 
Mrs. Jeanette Negrete            ext. 8234 
jnegrete@stmichaelparish.life 
Campus Facilities Coordinator 
Mr. Rick Gilbert                          ext. 8232 
rgilbert@stmichaelparish.life 
Head Sacristan 
Mrs. Loretta DePrez            ext. 8228 
sacristan@stmichaelparish.life 
Scholarship & Grant Coordinator 
Mr. Albert Balcer                          ext. 8222 
abalcer@stmichaelparish.life 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Linda Kinzer………………………………....Chair 
Bob Solorio………..…Vice Chair/Stewarship Liasion 
Barbara Anderson……..Peace & Social Justice Liaison 
Nancy Finley..…………………...Parish Life Liaison 
Michael Morley……...Education & Formation Liaison 
Donna Krieps………...Education & Formation Liaison 
Devin Sanders…...……Spirituality & Worship Liaison 
John Zaborske………...Peace & Social Justice Liaison 
Lou Bufano……………………Stewardship Liasion 
Martha Kozub…………………...Parish Life Liasion 
Connie Solorio………..Spirituality & Worship Liasion 
Jeffrey Cox……..…………………….…...Secretary 
Rev. Martin Dobrzynski………………….…...Pastor 
Rev. Robert Ross…………….……..Associate Pastor 
Deacon Ron Pyle………………..Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Gary Wolfe……………..Permanent Deacon 
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From the Pastor’s Desk  
To Be the Font of God’s Love.  The mission of the family is to be the font or most direct conduit to God’s 
love. Sadly, in recent society, some movements have targeted the family in its most natural state of father, mother, 
children and extended family of grandparents, etc. as “not functional.” These movements tout “equality” in all 
things including the dismantling of the family unit in favor of “gender confusion” and “social families.” This is not 
new. It has been a modern problem since the late 1800’s. Destruction of the family has been attempted in various 
communist regimes in the last century. In this country, it was realized in an embrace of eugenics, (aka abortion 
rights) which has not died the death it should have.    
The Church puts the spotlight on the family because we have convinced ourselves that we can re-invent the family.  
A driving force in this re-creation is our distorted sense of individuality. The splintering of family groups, justified 
because one person or the other needs to be “free” or be “themselves,” denies the natural human contentedness 
between persons. This natural communal bond is meant to help us grow, to challenge us to look beyond our 
tendency to be self-centered, to be other-centered.    
Today’s feast originated at the turn of the last century, 1893. The western world at that time was more and more 
tempted to treat the family as simply a social construct, nothing more. This feast reminds us that the family unit is 
not ordained by man as a convenient social construct that can be re-constructed in our own image. Rather, it is an 
institution that is natural and for the purpose of love; love in the pattern and image of God who constitutes the 
human family. This love is not self-centered, but other-centered, as both mother and father work out their 
difficulties together to grow in love with each other and thus show their children what love all about.   
This, sadly, is considered offensive to some. The Holy Family is holy not because the son is the Son of God, but 
because they, who did not know the full extent of Jesus’ Divine nature, were open to each other and to God. They 
sought the good of the other: Joseph looking out for the good of Mary and the Child, Mary caring for her Son, even 
when it meant giving Him up, Jesus caring for them both not just in the necessities of this life but in giving of 
Himself for them and us for life eternal. This pattern of self-giving love is holy because it reflects God’s Love.  
It is not beyond us. It does take some discipline on our part: a willingness to curb our individualistic tendencies that 
ignore the good of the other, a willingness to grow, even when it hurts. In order for the family to be fully alive, love 
must be its mission, not passing love, but heroic love.  
Our families might not be as perfect as a marketing agent would see it; Dad, Mom, two and half kids and a dog, but 
they can be perfect if we grow in how to love as Jesus teaches us. More marriages would be healed, more children 
would know the security of relationships and more good would be accomplished in and out of the home if God is at 
the center. But when “I” am at the center, “we” cannot survive. It is not easy in a world that constantly tells me that 
“I” am the most important person. Yet, the results of this pursuit of the “I” is evident in increased depression, 
developmental issues, educational problems and a general sense of despair.    
The family of Jesus, large and extended, as the Gospel relates, shows us another way; a way that even modern day 
studies affirm.  When married people work through their marriage, solve their problems and look out for the other, 
they have happier children and in the end have a more satisfying life. They lower their risk for heart disease and 
depression. The grass is not greener on the other side of the fence. 
 
Someone Getting Married?  It is at this time of the year and in the month ahead that many young people get 
engaged. If you are getting engaged, please remember that you need to contact the parish office no less than six 
months in advance of your wedding date. If you have a friend or a family member that is Catholic, you can help 
them by reminding them of this important fact too. Contacting the parish office nine months in advance is best.  
Deacons Ron and Gary, Fr. Robert and I are charged with the responsibility to help couples prepare for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. This preparation is bolstered by other married couples in the parish and it takes time.   
The six months is needed. We want to help you have a successful and happy marriage, not just a nice wedding day. 
 
Blessings of Homes.  It is customary to bless the homes of parishioners during the Christmas Season. If you 
wish your home to be blessed, please contact the main office, 322-4505, ext. 0.  FYI: Obviously daytime 
appointments are more numerous than evening appointments.   
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It’s Time to “RADIATE.” 
 

All High school teens are welcome and encouraged to join us. Let’s walk  
together and navigate Life together...We are here for you. Keep informed by 
signing up for our reminders. Send a text to: 81010 then text this message: 
@radiate. 
Any questions, please contact Jeannine Quigley 219-775-5356 or Marisa  
Richardson 219-730-4735. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
Jan. 14th: Gathering in St Patrick Hall, 6:00-8:00 PM 
Jan. 28th: Cook a Homemade Dinner with Fr. Marty in St. Patrick Hall, 6:00-8:00 PM 
Feb. 11th; Gathering in St Patrick Hall, 6:00-8:00 PM 
Feb. 25th: Gathering in St Patrick Hall, 6:00-8:00 PM 
 

Submitted by Jeannine Quigley 

  Eucharistic  
   Adoration 

 

January 3rd 

 

1:00-4:00 PM  
 

in the Chapel 

submitted by Elizabeth Munoz 

Preparing for Easter During the Lenten Season 

Please Save the Dates—Signups start January 20, 2024 
Lenten Preparation - Mondays, Feb. 5th - Mar. 25th  

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM In St. Patrick Hall 
Inspiring and informative, Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist is a groundbreaking work 
that is sure to illuminate one of the greatest mysteries of the Christian faith:  the mystery of Jesus’  
presence in “the breaking of the bread.” More information to follow or call 219-322-4505, ext. 8241.                     
Submitted by J. Gatons 

JANUARY 1ST 

THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY, 

MOTHER OF GOD IS A HOLY DAY. 
MASS: 9:00 AM 

 For Those Who Have Died… 
  

 Therese Korthauer 
  

Life has changed, not ended 
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Michelle Wacnik, Principal 

I have been attending SMS since fourth grade. I plan on attending 
Andrean High School like my older brother. The best part about  
attending Andrean High School is that the majority of my friends are 
also going. I have played basketball, cross-country, track-and-field, 
and soccer. I will try to play football in high school. I also want to 
play golf, bowling and track. I also participated in our band group, art 
club and Boy Scouts. The things that make SMS special are my 
friends, certain classes and the memories I have had along the way. I 
loved my past couple homerooms and the teachers I have had. I have 
loved how nice and welcoming the kids here were. My first friends 
were Nolan, Max and Jake. I would recommend making friends with 
people you can relate to the most, not those who are popular. I would 
also recommend paying attention in your classes. Help others keep 
their grades up as well. I would also recommend just trying to be 
friendly (not always friends) with everyone. This school has led me 

to be a better person. I have also grown to be a smarter person. I do know more about some 
saints that regular people do. 
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LIFE IS PRECIOUS; HANDLE WITH PRAYER 
 

 Susan Wallace, Christopher Howard, Father Joseph Pawlowski, Mark Wierkowski, 
Mary Ann Adam, Pat Christenson, Sherry Lazzaro, Mary Scheub, Sue Cohen, 
Richard Benak, Tim & Helen Hazard, Joan Hamnik, Timothy Bunchek, Marlene 
Townsend, Dan Lemon and all those in need of the healing touch of God. Please call   
219-322-4505, ext. 8220 to place a loved one on the Prayer List. Please see page 2 for  
guidelines regarding Pray for the Sick list.  
  
  

St. Michael’s parishioners are in bold, italic print. 

    Respect Life Ministry Says Thank You for Helping to Put  
'Christ Back in Christmas' 

 

The Respect Life Ministry would like to thank all of you who purchased Christmas cards this year. Your  
support was overwhelming as always and we actually sold out all cards. Also, the purchase of the cards helps 
to keep 'Christ' in Christmas by offering a Mass on the Feast of the Holy Family and keeping recipients of 
the cards in the book of intentions throughout the year. We also want to thank all of you who attended the  
Breakfast with Baby Jesus and St Nicholas. We were so glad to see you all taking advantage of the 'photo op' 
having your family pictures taken with St Nicholas and Baby Jesus.   
Congratulations to the lucky family who was the winner of our drawing of the Moose stuffed animal.  
We really appreciate your support as it will continue to allow us to assist the organizations that help to  
protect life. 
 A special thank you to the Knights of Columbus (especially to Todd Petrea for playing the role of  
St. Nicholas), the Crossbearer ministry and all of you who assisted us at the Breakfast with Baby Jesus and  
St. Nicholas. We would like to thank Robert Hansen for providing the camera/printer set up to assist with 
taking these pictures. Our ministry may only consist of a small number of actual members but there are many 
parishioners who will always step up to make our events successful and to them we are extremely grateful.  
 

As always, thank you for your support and God Bless You. 
Submitted by Cathy Bartczak 

ALTAR SERVER  
 

REFRESHER TRAINING 
 

JANUARY 6TH 
 

12:00-2:00 PM 
 

IN THE CHURCH 

Winners of the “moose” raffle! 

Submitted by Elizabeth Munoz 
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All those 50+, parishioner or non-parishioner, 
Come join Senior GEMS!  
Good times! Lots of Laughs! Discussions! 
Games! Camaraderie! Outings!  
 

Next meeting is January 9, 2024 at 10:00 AM in 
the SE meeting room in St. Patrick Hall.        
                submitted by Nancy Finley 

Submitted by Elizabeth Munoz 

Submitted by Elizabeth Munoz 
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Pray that God may bring healing and blessings 
to all families.              Submitted by Conchita Bryner 

Stewardship by the Book 
 

“Whatever you do,” says St. Paul to the Colossians, 
“...do it in the name of the Lord Jesus. Give thanks to 
God the Father through Him.” And so it is that we 
offer our gifts in the Eucharist “through Him, with 
Him, and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit.” 

There are towers available on either side of the 
main aisle in church to place your Sunday  
donations. We no longer pass baskets for regular 
collections. 

 November 19, 2023  
 

Adult                                                    $10,896.60 
Children                                                         $4.00 
EFTs                                                       $8,278.00 
Loose                                                         $394.40 

 
 Total Weekly Offering 

$19,573.00 
 

Campaign for Human Development 
$3,943.65 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Effective April, 2020: In an effort to provide accurate 
weekly collection totals, there is a six week lag in  
bulletin reporting. The timing of when weekly  
collections are received changed in early 2020, due to 
Covid. We went from 90% received on Sunday, to 
30%. We have gradually moved up to 70%, but feel 
it’s best to hold off on reporting until the majority of 
envelopes are received. 

 
 

 
 
 
SUNDAY   DECEMBER 31 
 RCIA  9:30 AM 
K of C Holy Cards After All Masses 
 
The Rosary is said after 7:00 AM weekday Mass except  
Tuesday-after OLPH Devotions 
  
MONDAY    JANUARY 1 
Parish Office Closed 
Holy Day Mass  9:00 AM 
 
TUESDAY   JANUARY 2 
Liturgy Committee Meeting  7:00 PM 
  
WEDNESDAY   JANUARY 3 
Eucharistic Adoration  1:00-4:00 PM  
  
THURSDAY   JANUARY 4 
Choir Practice  6:30 PM 
  
SATURDAY   JANUARY 6 
First Saturday Devotions after 8:00 AM Mass 
Choir Practice  9:45 AM 
Altar Server Training  12:00 PM 
Confessions  3:30-4:30 PM 
  
SUNDAY   JANUARY 7 
RCIA  9:30 AM 
Christmas Concert  3:00 PM 

Meeting  
January 16th 
10:00 AM 
St. Patrick Hall 

From Fr. Marty, Fr. Robert, the office staff, 
SMS staff and students and  

Faith Formation staff and students 
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SATURDAY      DECEMBER 30 
5:00 PM     Margaret Kulig-Sink 
          
SUNDAY          DECEMBER 31   THE HOLY  
   FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & 
       JOSEPH 
7:30 AM     St. Michael Parish 
9:30 AM     Kyle N. Arnold 
      Ted & Marie Tokarski 
11:30 AM           Intentions of the Right to Life  
                       Holy Family Cards 
      Rosalba Hernandez        
   
MONDAY          JANUARY 1  THE SOLEMNITY 
             OF MARY 
9:00 AM     Holy Family 
  
TUESDAY         JANUARY 2 
7:00 AM     Carlos Ortiz, Jr. 
            
WEDNESDAY  JANUARY 3 
7:00 AM     Sharon & David Kras 
 
 
 
 
 

THURSDAY     JANUARY 4 
7:00 AM    Rita Madison-Jones      
           
FRIDAY         JANUARY 5 
7:00 AM    Harry Eugene Johnston 
           
SATURDAY     JANUARY 6 
8:00 AMHelen Gross 
5:00 PM            Brenda, Bill & Ray Pammer 
          
SUNDAY         JANUARY 7  THE EPIPHANY OF 
             THE LORD 
7:30 AM   Kyle N. Arnold 
    Henry Lyza 
9:30 AM    St. Michael Parish 
11:30 AM         Barbara Cierny 
         
 
   
indicates deceased    

 Tඁൾ Wඈඋൽ 
(Readings for January 7, 2024, the Epiphany of the Lord) 

 
 
   

 

 I.    Isaiah 60:1-6    Darkness covers the earth and heavy clouds hang over the people. But the 
    light has come and the glory of the Lord shines bright.   
                                    
  
 
 
 
 

 II.   Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6   In Christ Jesus, Gentiles and Jews are co-heirs and co-sharers in the  
    saving promise. 
  
 
 
  

III.  Matthew 2:1-12  The magi from the east followed the star until it stopped still over the  
    house. They entered, found the child with Mary, prostrated themselves  
    and did Him homage. 



$20 / ad

$25/ad M 1.4 w: 3.4" h: 1.2" $20/ad R 1.4 w: 2.5" h: 1.2"$20/ad L 1.4 w: 2.5" h: 1.2"

$20 R 1.3 w: 2.5" h: 1.2"

 $37/ad B 1.2 w: 8.5" h: 0.9"

Our weekly bulletin is created and managed within our parish office. Advertising proceeds directly support our parish. 
When seeking services for your home, please consider these businesses and mention our bulletin when you visit their establishments!

To advertise in our bulletin, call Elizabeth Munoz, Communications Director at 219-334-8042 .

OUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS

$20/ad R 1.1 w: 2.5" h: 1.2"

S t .  M i c h a e l  C a t h o l i c  S c h o o l  S t .  M i c h a e l  C a t h o l i c  S c h o o l  

“The Lord bless you and keep you! The Lord let His face shine upon you, and be gracious to
you! The Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace! (Numbers 6:24-26)”

January 28, 2024       10:30AM - NoonJanuary 28, 2024       10:30AM - Noon
o p e n  h o u s eo p e n  h o u s e



$21/ad M 2.4 w: 2.5" h: 1.4"$21/ad L 2.4 w: 2.5" h: 1.4"

$44/ad R2.7 w: 2.5" h: 3"

$30/ad L 2.1 w: 3.9 h: 1.4 inches

$24/ad M 2.5 w: 3.7" h: 1.1"

$20/ ad L 2.8 
w: 2.5" h: 1.2"

$17/ad  M 2.1
 w: 1.4" h: 1.1"

Thank You for 

Supporting

 Our Sponsors!

Thank You for 

Supporting

 Our Sponsors!

150th 
Anniversary

150th 
Anniversary



$20 / ad L3.5 w: 2.5" h: 1.2"  $22/ad M 3.5  w: 3.4 h: 1.1 inches $20 / ad R3.5 w: 2.5" h: 1.2"

$20/ad R 3.5 w: 2.4" h: 1.1"$20/ad L 3.5 w: 2.5“ h: 1.1"

Tom and Karyn Gallas, Parishioners 

Welcome 2024!Welcome 2024!
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