


SATURDAY LITURGY
Vigil: 5:00 PM

SUNDAY LITURGY
7:30,9:30 & 11:30 AM
Livestream 9:30 AM mass
DAILY LITURGY
Weekdays 7:00 AM
Saturday  8:00 AM
HOLY DAY LITURGY
See page 9 of the bulletin
CHAPEL HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Fridayj
8:00 AM-3:00 PM

Wednesdays

8:00 AM-4:00 PM

Saturday

9:00 AM-3:00 PM
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Wednesdays

1:00-4:00 PM in the Chapel

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION
Sacrament of Penance...Saturday

3:30 PM-4:30 PM

Baptisms...First time parents at

St. Michael must attend a Baptism
Prep session before the baptism date
can be scheduled. Please call Janice at
ext. 8241 to schedule the prep session
and/or baptism date.

Marriage....The bride, groom or their
parents/grandparents must be active
registered members of the parish for
at least one year prior to reserving a
date for the wedding. The diocese
requires that arrangements must be
made at least six months in advance
of the wedding date in order for the
proper personal, spiritual and
liturgical preparations of the couple
to be completed.

Sacrament of the Sick...Please call the
office until 4:00 PM. After 4:00 PM,
please call 322-6623 Monday-Friday
and anytime on the weekend.

Names of the sick are placed in the
bulletin for a period of four weeks
after which time they are either
removed or placed in the Book of
Intentions in the Chapel.

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Monday prior to the Sunday printing
9:00 AM. Holidays have exceptions.
Please submit potential bulletin
articles by email to
bulletin@stmichaelparish.life or in
print form to the office or by fax to
322-4508.

Website: www.stmichaelparish.life

MINISTRIES

If you are interested in participating in any of
these ministries, please visit the website for
Ministry Coordinator information.
Spirituality & Worship Commission
Altar Servers

Art & Environment

Cross Bearers

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Hospitality

Lectors

Liturgy Committee

Music Ministry

Centering Prayer Ministry

OCIA

Sacristan

Ministers of Care

Education & Formation Commission
Adult Catholic Education
Baptismal Preparation

Catholic Bible Study

Faith Formation

Marriage Ministry

Marriage Preparation

Radiate

School Administrator

Stewardship & Parish Administration
AV Ministry

Cemetery Committee

Parish Gardeners

Stewardship

Parish Life

Boy Scouts of America/Girl Scouts
Comforting Chefs

Festival Committee

Holy Name Society

Knights of Columbus

Labors of Love

Ministry of Hope & Consolation
Young Adult Ministry

Parish Nurse

Senior GEMS

Welcoming Ministry

Peace & Social Justice Commission
Good Samaritans

Rebuilding Hope Mission Team
Wheelchair Ramp Ministry

Respect Life Group

Pastoral Care

CONVENT
Congregation of Mother of Carmel
43 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville
219-322-4011
SCHOOL OFFICE
16 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville
(219)322-4531/FAX (219)322-1710

Principal

Mrs. Michelle Biscan
mwacnik(@smswarriors.org
Executive Assistant

Mrs. Karen Rapacz
krapacz@stmichaelparish.life
Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Kimberley Hoogeveen
khoogeveen@stmichaelparish.life
Administrative Assistant

Mrs. Mary Jo Rymarczyk
mrymarczyk@stmichaelparish.life
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PARISH OFFICE
1 E. Wilhelm St, Schererville
(219) 322-4505/FAX (219) 322-4508
9:00-4:00 PM MONDAY-FRIDAY
or by appointment
www.stmichaelparish.life
Pastor
Rev. Martin Dobrzynski
pastor@stmichaelparish.life
Associate Pastor
Rev. Robert Ross
frrobertr@stmichaelparish.life
Permanent Deacon
Deacon Ron Pyle
deaconron@stmichaelparish.life
Permanent Deacon/Scholarship & Grant Coordinator
Deacon Gary Wolfe ext. 8222
gwolfe@stmichaelparish.life
Evangelization & Missionary Discipleship
Mrs. Janice Gatons

ext. 8220

ext. 8229

ext. 8284

ext. 8241
jgatons@stmichaelparish.life
Director of Liturgy & Music
Ms. Danette Lashbrook
dlashbrook@stmichaelparish.life
Director of Finance & Accounting
Mrs. Jesica Cherry
jcherry@stmichaelparish.life
Executive Secretary
Mrs. Judi Patzelt
jpatzelt@stmichaelparish.life
Communications Director
Mrs. Elizabeth Munoz
emunoz@stmichaelparish.life
Bulletin Editor
Mr. Joseph Udani
judani@stmichaelparish.life
Accounting Clerk
Mrs. Jeanette Negrete
jnegrete@stmichaelparish.life
Campus Facilities Coordinator
Mr. Rick Gilbert
rgilbert@stmichaelparish.life
Head Sacristan
Mrs. Loretta DePrez
sacristan@stmichaelparish.life
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS

ext. 8227

ext. 8226

ext. 8220

ext. 8263

ext. 8239

ext. 8234

ext. 8232

ext. 8228

Bob S0lOrio....c.oviiiiiiiee e Chair
Michael Morley.......cccovuiiienicieiiiiieeeciennes Vice Chair
Barbara Judge.................. Education & Formation Liaison
Jim Lesniak.............. ..... Education & Formation Liaison
Joan Bullock.................... Peace and Social Justice Liaison
Matthew Wieser............. .Peace and Social Justice Liaison
Martha Kozub..........ccoovvviveeeninnn.. Parish Life Liaison
Lisa Codo.....ccuvvviniiiieiiieeicieee ene Parish Life Liaison
Connie Solorio..................Spirituality & Worship Liaison
Alice Lewinski................... Spirituality & Worship Liaison
Lou Bufano..........cocceeeeivecnieinnnenns Stewardship Liaison
Mick Adamson.........ccceeevvveeennnnne. Stewardship Liaison
Jeffrey COXoniviniiiiiiie e e Secretary
Rev. Martin DobrzynsKi..........ccccveveviierenininniinnns Pastor
Rev. Robert Ross............ccc.cceeeeneee..... . Associate Pastor
Deacon Ron Pyle.......cccooeevvvieeinnennnnn. Permanent Deacon
Deacon Gary Wolfe.........cccceeeeennnnnn. Permanent Deacon

November 30, 2025



From the Pastor’s Desk————

Provide for the Spirit. The holiday cycle began long before Thanksgiving. Christmas music began to blare from the
radio right after Halloween. The cycle of advertising and buying, to which we all succumb to one extent or another, finds its
culmination in one day. On that day, my father used to jokingly greet us with a hearty: “Happy Commerce Day!” We all laughed,
but it was to a large degree very true.

As we begin Advent, a season that seems to get lost in the hustle and bustle, we are given a stark reminder that we really are “not
to make provision for the desires of the flesh.” St. Paul is not talking about sexual matters. Paul’s use of the Greek word we
translate as flesh encompasses everything that has to do with our bodies. Our preoccupation with decorating our bodies in jewelry
or tattoos. Our indulgence, worrying too much about our “image;” an overdoing it with food and drink; giving of gifts many
times beyond our financial means. All of these can easily distract us from the real reason for the season.

That reason is to prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ. Not simply to remember his first coming in the manger, but to
remember it in order to be ready for his second coming in glory when, as we profess in the Creed, “He will come to judge the
living and the dead.”

Does this mean we have to be like a scrooge when it comes to the customs that surround Christmas? Do we need to not shop,
decorate or be happy about the promise of this time of the year? No, it does mean that you and I need to do all of these things
with some degree of balance. If accomplishing all of these concerns of the flesh, as it were, distract us from readying our hearts
and minds, if they keep us from more intense prayer, or from going to confession to prepare our hearts, or if they delay us or
make us too tired to go to Sunday Mass, then they have nothing to do with Christmas as Christ intends it to be celebrated.

First comes our interior decorating, the getting ready of our hearts and minds to welcome Christ as if he is going to show up on
Christmas day, not as a baby (that’s done) but as our Lord. We want him to be pleased with our acts of charity and sacrifice that
lead us to share more with others.

On the Thursdays of Advent you are invited to slow down and reflect on what we are preparing for with all our activity. At 7:00
PM on December 4, 11 and 18 please come for a few minutes of prayer and reflection and some fellowship. Praying the Evening
Prayer of the Church together can help us appreciate a deeper meaning of what we celebrate on December 25", This special
prayer time will help to keep you alert to what really matters during a season that is far to commercialized. On Monday
December 8 we celebrate our National Feast Day, the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. On Friday,

December 12 we will have a special celebration for Our Lady of Guadalupe, Holy Mass and a fiesta to follow. Most important,
on Wednesday, December 17 we have our Advent Penance Service at 7:00 PM.

All the noise of Christmas celebrated without Advent makes us numb to God’s presence. The result is that we fall asleep and
miss the special insight that Jesus is already in our midst. So let us be glad, but be aware that this season is not the end of things,
but the beginning of great things yet to be seen.

Marriage Preparation. It is at this time of the year and in the month ahead that many young people get engaged. If you
or someone (another Catholic) is getting engaged please remember that you need to contact the parish office no less than
six months in advance.

A Catholic looking to get married must be married in a Catholic church witnessed by a Catholic priest or deacon. Any
dispensation from the “form” must be approved by the Bishop. If one chooses not to follow this expectation the marriage
is not sacramentally valid, and thus the couple involved cannot go to communion. As Catholics we believe that marriage
is a sacramental state, not just a civil one.

Fr. Robert, Deacons Ron and Gary and I are charged with the responsibility to help couples prepare for the Sacrament of
Marriage. Thus, it is best to contact the office sooner rather than later. The preparation period is at least six months, so it is
best to contact us nine months from the wedding date. This preparation is bolstered by other married couples in the parish
and it takes time. Time that cannot be made up. The whole of six months is needed. We want to help you have a
successful and happy marriage, not just a nice wedding day.
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