


SATURDAY LITURGY  
Vigil: 5:00 PM                           
SUNDAY LITURGY
7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 AM
Livestream 9:30 AM mass
DAILY LITURGY           
Weekdays    7:00 AM              
Saturday      8:00 AM                       
HOLY DAY LITURGY
See page 9 of the bulletin 
CHAPEL HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
8:00 AM-3:00 PM
Wednesdays 
8:00 AM-4:00 PM
Saturday 
9:00 AM-3:00 PM
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Wednesdays
1:00-4:00 PM in the Chapel

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION
Sacrament of Penance...Saturday 
3:30 PM-4:30 PM
Baptisms...First time parents at 
St. Michael must attend a Baptism
Prep session before the baptism date
can be scheduled. Please call Janice at
ext. 8241 to schedule the prep session
and/or baptism date.
Marriage….The bride, groom or their
parents/grandparents must be active 
registered members of the parish for
at least one year prior to reserving a
date for the wedding. The diocese
requires that arrangements must be
made at least six months in advance
of the wedding date in order for the
proper personal, spiritual and
liturgical preparations of the couple
to be completed. 
Sacrament of the Sick...Please call the
office until 4:00 PM. After 4:00 PM,
please call 322-6623 Monday-Friday
and anytime on the weekend. 
Names of the sick are placed in the 
bulletin for a period of four weeks
after which time they are either
removed or placed in the Book of
Intentions in the Chapel. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Monday prior to the Sunday printing
9:00 AM. Holidays have exceptions.
Please submit potential bulletin
articles by email to
bulletin@stmichaelparish.life or in
print form to the office or by fax to
322-4508.

MINISTRIES
If  you are interested in participating in any of
these ministries, please visit the website for
Ministry Coordinator information.
Spirituality & Worship Commission
Altar Servers
Art & Environment
Cross Bearers
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Hospitality
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Music Ministry
Centering Prayer Ministry
OCIA 
Sacristan
Ministers of Care
Education & Formation Commission
Adult Catholic Education
Baptismal Preparation
Catholic Bible Study
Faith Formation
Marriage Ministry
Marriage Preparation
Radiate
School Administrator
Stewardship & Parish Administration 
AV Ministry
Cemetery Committee
Parish Gardeners
Stewardship
Parish Life
Boy Scouts of America/Girl Scouts
Comforting Chefs
Festival Committee
Holy Name Society
Knights of Columbus
Labors of Love 
Ministry of Hope & Consolation
Young Adult Ministry
Parish Nurse
Senior GEMS
Welcoming Ministry
Peace & Social Justice Commission
Good Samaritans
Rebuilding Hope Mission Team
Wheelchair Ramp Ministry
Respect Life Group
Pastoral Care
 

CONVENT
Congregation of Mother of Carmel

43 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville
219-322-4011 

SCHOOL OFFICE
16 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville

(219)322-4531/FAX (219)322-1710

Principal
Mrs. Michelle Biscan           
mwacnik@smswarriors.org
Executive Assistant
Mrs. Karen Rapacz           
krapacz@stmichaelparish.life
Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Kimberley Hoogeveen        
khoogeveen@stmichaelparish.life
Administrative Assistant
Mrs. Mary Jo Rymarczyk            
mrymarczyk@stmichaelparish.life

PARISH OFFICE
1 E. Wilhelm St, Schererville

(219) 322-4505/FAX (219) 322-4508
9:00-4:00 PM MONDAY-FRIDAY

or by appointment
www.stmichaelparish.life

Pastor
Rev. Martin Dobrzynski                             ext. 8220
pastor@stmichaelparish.life
Associate Pastor
Rev. Robert Ross                                          ext. 8229
frrobertr@stmichaelparish.life
 Permanent Deacon
Deacon Ron Pyle                                          ext. 8284
deaconron@stmichaelparish.life
Permanent Deacon/Scholarship & Grant Coordinator
Deacon Gary Wolfe                                     ext. 8222
gwolfe@stmichaelparish.life
Evangelization & Missionary Discipleship
Mrs. Janice Gatons                                      ext. 8241
jgatons@stmichaelparish.life
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Ms. Danette Lashbrook                              ext. 8227
dlashbrook@stmichaelparish.life
Director of Finance & Accounting
Mrs. Jesica Cherry                                        ext. 8226
jcherry@stmichaelparish.life
Executive Secretary
Mrs. Judi Patzelt                                           ext. 8220
jpatzelt@stmichaelparish.life
Communications Director
Mrs. Elizabeth Munoz                                 ext. 8263
emunoz@stmichaelparish.life
Bulletin Editor
Mr. Joseph Udani                                         ext. 8239
judani@stmichaelparish.life
Accounting Clerk
Mrs. Jeanette Negrete                                   ext. 8234
jnegrete@stmichaelparish.life
Campus Facilities Coordinator
Mr. Rick Gilbert                                           ext. 8232
rgilbert@stmichaelparish.life
Head Sacristan
Mrs. Loretta DePrez                                    ext. 8228
sacristan@stmichaelparish.life

 PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS
Bob Solorio.…………...…….……………….............Chair
Michael Morley……....…............………………Vice Chair
Barbara Judge..................Education & Formation Liaison
Jim Lesniak……........ .....Education & Formation Liaison
Joan Bullock..…...............Peace and Social Justice Liaison
Matthew Wieser….......... .Peace and Social Justice Liaison 
Martha Kozub………...............……….Parish Life Liaison
Lisa Codo………..…..............…… …..Parish Life Liaison
Connie Solorio……............Spirituality & Worship Liaison
Alice Lewinski…................Spirituality & Worship Liaison
Lou Bufano……….............................Stewardship Liaison
Mick Adamson……................……....Stewardship Liaison
Jeffrey Cox……………………................…...…...Secretary
Rev. Martin Dobrzynski……..................……...…...Pastor
Rev. Robert Ross….……..................…....Associate Pastor
Deacon Ron Pyle……...................…....Permanent Deacon
Deacon Gary Wolfe…...............……....Permanent Deacon
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                                                                                    Achievement is the assumed virtue of our society. Making something
of ourselves is the work of our lives. You and I spend a good portion of our lives building ourselves up; building our
talents, knowledge, possessions, opinions and egos. Whether we achieve a lot or a little, we stand proudly on our
achievements. 
 
Healthy pride can easily become prideful. It’s easy to forget the trials and difficulties we lived through to get where we are
today. Our attitude about our achievements can become bloated. We start to disregard the difficulties of other less fortunate
people. We begin to believe that we are a “self-made” man or woman. 
 
St. Paul reminds us that not one of us is “self-made.” I don’t mean to shock anyone, but this is true. All that I have and all
that you have is from God. St. Paul invites us to meditate on the nature of God’s “oppositeness.” That is, by human
standards God acts opposite of how we would act. 
 
God works most gloriously through the weak, not the strong. God is most eloquent through the ruminations of a child, not
necessarily a knowledgeable adult. God’s beauty can shine most clearly in what we would consider the ugliest of places.
St. Paul tells us that God is found in all the places we least expect. God is actually in all the wrong places according to the
ways of society.
 
God acts like this to make it clear to you and me that all of our achievements are nothing if they do not lead us to see that
it is God who accomplishes in us all great things. Understanding that we are “God-made,” not “self-made,” is the essence
of wisdom and compassion towards others. It is also the essence of generous stewardship. When you realize in your heart
that all you have is a gift from God, you tend to be less selfish. 
 
Those who give of their time and talents are not all retired people; they are not people without families or young children,
they are people who come to know how much God does for them, even when things don’t go right. People who choose to
tithe (give 5-10% of their income) in the Sunday collection are not rich people, they are not single people, and they are not
people without mortgages. They are people with all the similar economic conditions you and I encounter. But, they know
in their heart that all they have is from God’s generosity, and so they need to give back to God.
 
There is an old saying in AA, “fake it till you make it.” It means “just do what you know must be done, and sooner rather
than later you will find yourself doing what you thought you couldn't do.” You find yourself being more generous with
your talents, your treasure and your time. 
 
Remember it was Jesus who said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” If my heart, or yours, is set
mostly on the things of this world, pleasure, entertainment, wealth, security, then this is my legacy, my treasure. To this
Jesus reminds us, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break
in and steal.” Use what you have to “lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and
where thieves do not break in and steal.” Jesus’ words, not mine. 😊.

From the Pastor’s Desk
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Looking for God in All the Wrong Places. 



  Eucharistic Adoration 
“A thousand years of enjoying human glory

is not worth even an hour spent sweetly
communing with Jesus in the Blessed

Sacrament.”- Saint Padre Pio
Come and Spend Time with the Lord—

Wednesdays, 1:00 - 4:00 PM in the Chapel.

Spirituality and Worship

Peace and Social Justice Commission
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        PRAY FOR THE SICK; LIFE IS PRECIOUS 
 Lynn Fesenmyer, Pat Moore, Marlene Townsend, Dennis Walker, Carole Schiessle, Susan Stern, Rina Testolin,
Geraldine Heintz, Leo Paratore, Sherrie Marrotta, Tim & Helen Hazard, Kimberly Hoogeveen, Emelia Williams,
Jennifer Engle, Karen Velgos, Shirley Centanni, Jill Plesha, Jennifer Jones, Phyllis Leyba, Pat Matz, Pam Bane,

Krista Bane, Dave and Jo Brown, Nicole Villanueva, Rose Ilgin, Ruth Marie Sarros, Ken Anderson, George Ristich,
Soledad Salinas, Joan Hamnik, Tim Bunchek, Joe Kruzan, Tom Boney, Michelle Lamb, and all those in need of the

healing touch of God. Please call 219-322-4505, ext. 8220 to place a loved one on the Prayer List.  Please see page 2 for
guidelines regarding Pray for the Sick List. St. Michael’s parishioners are in bold, italic print. 

  From the Sacristan’s Desk
In anticipation for Ash Wednesday, baskets will be
placed in the church to collect used blessed palms.
There are two baskets in our Gathering Space, one
by the Chapel door, and one in the Parish Office.
Collection ends the week before Ash Wednesday.

Thank you for your help.

Education and Formation

Interested in
becoming a
sponsor for

Passport to Our
Heritage?

Please call or email 
Renee Scearce. 

(219) 712-1486
ReneeScearce@yahoo.com

Donate a can of soup to the
Good Samaritan Food Pantry next

Sunday, February 8! Collection bins will
be available in the Gathering Space.

Good Samaritans “Souper Bowl” Welcome the Newly Baptized
Brett Antonio Warren Neering
Brea Olivia Moama Neering

Scarlett Lenore Sheets

mailto:ReneeScearce@yahoo.com
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Parish Life



P r ay.  Pa rt i c i pat e .  P l e d ge .

Thanks to your faithful generosity, we are nearing our
goal.

 With your continued support, we can begin building
the Parish Administration Building — a lasting gift for

our parish community.

Help us cross the finish line.

 A welcoming Parishioner Service Center
connected to our church campus.

A campus designed to serve our parish
family for generations.

Grateful for our generous
parish family.

Sharing the vision
together.

Excited for what the Future
will bring for our parish.

Together, We’re Building More Than a Building — 
We’re Building Community.

Welcoming Entry
Family Meeting Rooms
Ministry Support Spaces

GIFT Progress Update January 25, 2026

Through the generosity of our parish family, we are within reach of our $5 million GIFT campaign goal. Your support helps us begin
construction on our Parishioner Service Center — a space designed to serve, welcome, and support our ministries into the future.

FINAL PUSH for Phase II - $3,000,000

Phase II Goal:
Pledged:

Still Need:

Phase II Goal:
Pledged:
Still Need:

$3,000,000
$ 2,235,000
$   765,000+

$3,000,000
$ 2,235,000
$   765,000+ SCAN  to Make an 

Instant Donation or
 to Begin Your Pledge TODAY!

SCAN  to Make an 
Instant Donation or

 to Begin Your Pledge TODAY!

As of January 2, 2026

St. Michael the Archangel Church - GIFT Campaign

PHASE II - Parishioner Service Center

P H A S E  I  -  S c h o o l  H VAC  S y s t e m

Questions?  Email us at gift@stmichaelparish.life or call 219-322-4505.Questions?  Email us at gift@stmichaelparish.life or call 219-322-4505.

Administrative Offices
Good Samaritan Services 
Improved Sacristy 

COMPLETE - INSTALLED Summer 2025COMPLETE - INSTALLED Summer 2025
•Phase I Project Budgeted Cost: $2,000,000
•Total Expenses: $1,766,000
•Net Savings: $ 234,000
•Net Savings going toward Project Phase II – Parishioner Service Center 

One Level Access. ADA Compliance
Energy & Technology Efficient
Enhanced Security & Privacy

Every Gift Moves Us Forward

Phase II Project Budgeted Cost: $3,000,000

The Parishioner Service Center will serve as the central hub for our parish family. It will
support wedding preparation, sacramental needs, historical documentation, family
consultations, funeral planning, school scholarships & grants, and many other services
that help our community thrive.



Knights of Columbus
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St. Michael Knights of Columbus



Join Us for Chair Yoga, February 6 at
8:00 AM in the St. Amand Room

Please call Ursula at
219-741-3276 to register.

Signup sheets are available in the Gathering Space
until February 8. Presentations will be on Monday

evenings at 7:00 PM starting on February 9 in
St. Patrick Hall. For more information, please contact

Mary Ann at 219-865-6454.

HEY ALTAR SERVERS! A BOWLING BASH JUST FOR YOU!
JOIN US IN SOME FOOD, FUN & BOWLING 

When: Saturday, February 28,12:00 - 2:00 PM (please arrive by 11:45 AM)
Where: Stardust Bowl III 1330 Sheffield Ave. Dyer, IN 46311

Please RSVP by Monday, February 23 by contacting Pam Wisniewski 
Cell: 219-306-1520

Email: mpwisniewski@sbcglobal.net

The Adult Education Team Presents:
“The Elements of the Catholic Mass”

Radiate is a place of non-judgement, fun, and support
for your faith life! The next meetings are February 15
(talking about love) and February 22 (talking about
anxiety). To join Radiate or ask questions, contact

Mrs. Jeannine Quigley 219-775-5356.

On February 10 at 10 AM, we will meet for white elephant
BINGO. Please bring a wrapped gift and dish to share. We
are having chicken as the main course. Come join the fun!
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Join us in making a difference for those in need
as we knit, crochet, and craft items to bring

warmth and comfort to others. All skill levels
are welcome! Our next gathering will be on
February 3 at 10:00 AM in St. Patrick Hall.  



Young people, from fourth grade through seniors
in high school, are encouraged to help the priest,

deacon and parishioners pray together. As
ministers, altar servers participate in the liturgy,

pray and socialize together and give glory to
God through service. Call Deacon Ron Pyle

(219-742-8263) for more details.

Bell choir practices are Friday evenings from
6 - 7  PM in the church. Anyone 4th grade and up is
welcome to join. Music knowledge a plus, but not

required. Come ring out the Lord’s praise! Questions
can be directed to Kathleen, (219) 613-4870.

Altar Servers

Bell ChoirKNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
COUNCIL 8082 – DYER

14TH ANNUAL PACZKI BALL DINNER /
DANCE FUNDRAISER

When: February 14, 2026; 6 PM – 11 PM
Where: Goretti Hall on the grounds of St. Maria

Goretti Church, 500 Northgate Drive,
Dyer, IN 46311

Cash bar and family style Polish dinner
followed by dancing featuring E-Z Tones Polka

Band. Ticket cost is $45 per person. To
purchase tickets or request additional

information, contact Ed Hebd:
(630) 258-8331

Edhebda8082@yahoo.com.
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"Faithful Giving, Blessings
Abound – Thank you for Your

Support." To make online giving 
easier, please scan the QR code

to donate.
 

GS-Gathering Space             SPH-St. Patrick Hall

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 1
“Elements of the Catholic Mass” Signup Sheets Available,
Before and After All Masses, GS
Valentine’s Day Dance Ticket Sales, Before and After All
Masses, GS
OCIA, 9:30 AM, SE and SW Meeting Rooms
“Catch the Spirit” Mass, 11:30 AM, Church
Vietnamese Confessions and Mass, 5:00 PM, Church

The Rosary is said after 7:00 AM weekday Mass 
except Tuesday-after OLPH Devotions
 
MONDAY FEBRUARY 2
Marriage Ministry, SW Room, 6:00 PM
Liturgy Committee Meeting, SE Room, 7:00 PM

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 3
Labors of Love, 10:00 AM, SPH
Faith Formation, 6:00 PM, SMS and Gym
Catholic Bible Study 6:30 - 8:30 PM, SPH
 
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 4
Eucharistic Adoration, 1:00 - 4:00 PM, Chapel
Faith Formation, 6:00 PM, SMS and Gym

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 5
Comforting Chefs Meeting, 9:00 AM, SPH
Baptismal Prep, 5:30 PM, SW Room
Centering Prayer, 6:00 PM, SW Room 
Music Ministry Practice, 7:00 PM, Church
Unbound Training, 7:00 PM, SPH

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 6
Chair Yoga, 8:00 AM, St. Amand Room
OCIA, 5:30-10:00 PM, SPH and St. Amand Room
Bell Choir Practice, 6:00 PM, Church

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 7
1  Saturday Devotions, After 8:00 AM Mass, Chapelst

Confessions, 3:30-4:30 PM, Chapel
“Elements of the Catholic Mass” Signup Sheets Available,
Before and After 5:00 PM Mass, GS

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 8
Little Lenten Book Sales, Before and After All Masses, GS
“Elements of the Catholic Mass” Signup Sheets, Available
Before and All Masses, GS
K of C Pancake Breakfast, After All Masses, SPH
OCIA, 9:30 AM, SE and SW Meeting Rooms
Faith Formation Sunday Class, 9:30 AM, SMS and Gym

 January 25, 2026

Adult Collection - $12,693.00
Children’s Collection - $112.00

Loose Collection - $223.00
EFT’s - $5,245.27

 
Total Weekly Offering

$18,273.27

Thank you for your generosity!

There are towers available on either side of
the main aisle in church to place your
Sunday donations. We no longer pass

baskets for regular collections.

Stewardship
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Every time something goes well this
week, give glory to God!

Little Lenten Books will be available
for purchase in the Gathering Space
before and after all masses starting

the weekend of February 7/8.



SATURDAY                  JANUARY 31
5:00 PM                         ✚Rosa Alicia Magana Fountain

SUNDAY                       FEBRUARY 1    4TH SUNDAY OF
                                                                    ORDINARY TIME
7:30 AM                        ✚James “Nacho” Mendoza 

9:30 AM                        ✚ Delores Klein
                                       ✚ Norma Dobrzynski
                                       ✚John and Marilynn Martin

11:30 AM                            St. Michael Parish 
        
MONDAY                      FEBRUARY 2 PRESENTATION
                                                                      OF THE LORD
7:00 AM                        ✚All Souls

8:55 AM                        ✚Norma Dobrzywski                        
                                    
TUESDAY                     FEBRUARY 3
7:00 AM                        ✚Kenneth Nitz      

WEDNESDAY              FEBRUARY 4
7:00 AM                        ✚John and
                                           Pat Gallas-Wedding Anniversary
                                       ✚Mela Castel
                         
                
 

THURSDAY             FEBRUARY 5
7:00 AM                     ✚George and David Sorros

FRIDAY                    FEBRUARY 6
7:00 AM                     ✚Deacon Jack Krol
                                      
SATURDAY             FEBRUARY 7
8:00 AM                     ✚Richard Zaborske   
 
2:00 PM                      John Mamelson and Valerie Graves
                                     Wedding 

5:00 PM                     ✚ Chandler Cowser

SUNDAY                   FEBRUARY 8          5TH SUNDAY OF
                                                                    ORDINARY TIME
7:30 AM                     St. Michael Parish                                  

9:30 AM                    ✚ Jeanette Lucente
                                                              
11:30 AM                  ✚Norma Dobrzywski
                                   ✚Patricia Chilla
                                   ✚Jill Margala                                   

                                           
✚ indicates deceased

The Word
(Readings for February 8, 2026, Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time)

 
I.   Isaiah 58:7-10                                      Isaiah prophesied: Share bread with the hungry. Shelter the homeless.
                                                                   Clothe the naked. Do not turn away from your own. “Then your light
                                                                   shall break forth like the dawn.”
                                               
II.  1 Corinthians 2:1-5                             Paul’s teaching did not come from himself, but from the convincing
                                                                   power of the Spirit. So the faith he passed on rests “not on human
                                                                   wisdom but on the power of God.”
 
III. Matthew 5:13-16                                 Jesus called His disciples the “salt of the earth” and “the light of the
                                                                   world.” He cautioned them not to let the salt lose its flavor and not to
                                                                   put a cover on the light, but to let it shine. “Your light must shine before
                                                                   others and glorify your heavenly Father.”
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Our weekly parish bulletin is created and managed right here in our parish office. The advertising proceeds
directly support our parish. When you’re in need of services for your home, please consider supporting the

businesses that make our bulletin possible—and don’t forget to mention that you saw their ad here!

To advertise in our bulletin, call Elizabeth Munoz, Communications Director at 219-334-8042.

• You have a captive audience - your church community 
• A good source of referrals or word of mouth advertising 
• Your business name is seen every week, building awareness 
• Affordable local, targeted community advertising 
• Shows your support for your community, in turn parishioners will
support you 
• For same price as a one-week insertion in newspaper, you receive
a full year of advertising support both in print and online.

Why Advertise With Us!

OUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS

$20/ad R 1.1 w: 2.5" h: 1.2"

Advertise Here!



$21/ad L 2.4 w: 2.5" h: 1.4" $44/ad R2.7 w: 2.5" h: 3"

Advertise Here!
$30/ad L 2.1 w: 3.9 h: 1.4 inches

Call 219-334-8042

S t .  M i chae l  Ca tho l i c  Schoo l  S t .  M i c h a e l  C a t h o l i c  S c h o o l  
Qua l i t y  Ca tho l i c  Educa t i on

A f f o rdab le  f o r  A l l !  
Q u a l i t y  C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n

A f f o r d a b l e  f o r  A l l !  

New
Advertiser

Coming Soon

Don’t Stop Prayin’‌

Interested in being a sponsor, 
call the school at 219-322-4531

We are Catholic men who: 

L E A D,  S E RV E ,  P R O T E C T
 A N D  D E F E N D.   

L E A D,  S E RV E ,  P R O T E C T
 A N D  D E F E N D.   



$25/ad M 3.5 w: 3.7" h: 1.1"

Tom and Karyn Gallas, Parishioners 

$20/ad R 3.5 w: 2.4" h: 1.1"

Our mission depends entirely on YOU.
We are an all-volunteer, nonprofit

organization, every dollar you give goes
directly to helping local families.

We Can’t Do It Without You!We Can’t Do It Without You!
For 70 years, 

 
has been there for our neighbors—

providing a temporary helping hand to
Schererville residents in times of need.

 To donate to the SCF a 501(c)(3) charity :
Mail checks to PO Box 5; Sch 46375 

Online at scherervillecivicfunds.org

Schererville Civic FundsSchererville Civic Funds

$20/ad L 3.5 w: 2.5“ h: 1.1"

S t .  M i c h a e l  th e  A r c h ang e l ,  P r a y  f o r  u s !S t .  M i c h a e l  t h e  A r c h a n g e l ,  P r a y  f o r  u s !

FIFTY YEARS OF SERVING 
THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

Advertise Here!

Advertise Here!

Custom Size

Need Help? 
We Care About You!

Call 219-741-1709

We offer help with:
 Emergency Rent & Utilities •  Medical
Equipment • Holiday Food Gift Cards •

Education Scholarships

Need a Helping Hand?Need a Helping Hand?

Serving our community with care 
since 1956.  Call (219) 322-1020 for

confidential assistance.

For 70 years, 

 
has been there for our neighbors—

providing a temporary helping hand to
Schererville residents in times of need.

Schererville Civic FundsSchererville Civic Funds

https://scherervillecivicfunds.org/index.html
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