


SATURDAY LITURGY

Vigil: 5:00 PM

SUNDAY LITURGY

7:30,9:30 & 11:30 AM
Livestream 5:00 PM and 9:30 AM
DAILY LITURGY

Weekdays 7:00 AM

Saturday  8:00 AM

HOLY DAY LITURGY

See page 9 of the bulletin
CHAPEL HOURS:

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Fridayj
8:00 AM-3:00 PM

Wednesdays

8:00 AM-4:00 PM

Saturday

9:00 AM-3:00 PM
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Wednesdays

1:00-4:00 PM in the Chapel

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION
Sacrament of Penance...Saturday

3:30 PM-4:30 PM

Baptisms...First time parents at

St. Michael must attend a Baptism
Prep session before the baptism date
can be scheduled. Please call Janice at
ext. 8241 to schedule the prep session
and/or baptism date.

Marriage....The bride, groom or their
parents/grandparents must be active
registered members of the parish for
at least one year prior to reserving a
date for the wedding. The diocese
requires that arrangements must be
made at least six months in advance
of the wedding date in order for the
proper personal, spiritual and
liturgical preparations of the couple
to be completed.

Sacrament of the Sick...Please call the
office until 4:00 PM. After 4:00 PM,
please call 322-6623 Monday-Friday
and anytime on the weekend.

Names of the sick are placed in the
bulletin for a period of four weeks
after which time they are either
removed or placed in the Book of
Intentions in the Chapel.

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Monday prior to the Sunday printing
9:00 AM. Holidays have exceptions.
Please submit potential bulletin
articles by email to
bulletin@stmichaelparish.life or in
print form to the office or by fax to
322-4508.

Website: www.stmichaelparish.life

MINISTRIES

If you are interested in participating in any of
these ministries, please visit the website for
Ministry Coordinator information.
Spirituality & Worship Commission
Altar Servers

Art & Environment

Cross Bearers

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Hospitality

Lectors

Liturgy Committee

Music Ministry

Centering Prayer Ministry

OCIA

Sacristan

Ministers of Care

Education & Formation Commission
Adult Catholic Education
Baptismal Preparation

Catholic Bible Study

Faith Formation

Marriage Ministry

Marriage Preparation

Radiate

School Administrator

Stewardship & Parish Administration
AV Ministry

Cemetery Committee

Parish Gardeners

Stewardship

Parish Life

Boy Scouts of America/Girl Scouts
Comforting Chefs

Festival Committee

Holy Name Society

Knights of Columbus

Labors of Love

Ministry of Hope & Consolation
Young Adult Ministry

Parish Nurse

Senior GEMS

Welcoming Ministry

Peace & Social Justice Commission
Good Samaritans

Rebuilding Hope Mission Team
Wheelchair Ramp Ministry

Respect Life Group

Pastoral Care

CONVENT
Congregation of Mother of Carmel
43 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville
219-322-4011
SCHOOL OFFICE
16 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville
(219)322-4531/FAX (219)322-1710

Principal

Mrs. Michelle Biscan
mwacnik(@smswarriors.org
Executive Assistant

Mrs. Karen Rapacz
krapacz@stmichaelparish.life
Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Kimberley Hoogeveen
khoogeveen@stmichaelparish.life
Administrative Assistant

Mrs. Mary Jo Rymarczyk
mrymarczyk@stmichaelparish.life
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PARISH OFFICE
1 E. Wilhelm St, Schererville
(219) 322-4505/FAX (219) 322-4508
9:00-4:00 PM MONDAY-FRIDAY
or by appointment
www.stmichaelparish.life
Pastor
Rev. Martin Dobrzynski
pastor@stmichaelparish.life
Associate Pastor
Rev. Robert Ross
frrobertr@stmichaelparish.life
Permanent Deacon
Deacon Ron Pyle
deaconron@stmichaelparish.life
Permanent Deacon/Scholarship & Grant Coordinator
Deacon Gary Wolfe ext. 8222
gwolfe@stmichaelparish.life
Evangelization & Missionary Discipleship
Mrs. Janice Gatons

ext. 8220

ext. 8229

ext. 8284

ext. 8241
jgatons@stmichaelparish.life
Director of Liturgy & Music
Ms. Danette Lashbrook
dlashbrook@stmichaelparish.life
Director of Finance & Accounting
Mrs. Jesica Cherry
jcherry@stmichaelparish.life
Executive Secretary
Mrs. Judi Patzelt
jpatzelt@stmichaelparish.life
Communications Director
Mrs. Elizabeth Munoz
emunoz@stmichaelparish.life
Bulletin Editor
Mr. Joseph Udani
judani@stmichaelparish.life
Accounting Clerk
Mrs. Jeanette Negrete
jnegrete@stmichaelparish.life
Campus Facilities Coordinator
Mr. Rick Gilbert
rgilbert@stmichaelparish.life
Head Sacristan
Mrs. Loretta DePrez
sacristan@stmichaelparish.life
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS

ext. 8227

ext. 8226

ext. 8220

ext. 8263

ext. 8239

ext. 8234

ext. 8232

ext. 8228

Bob S0lOrio....c.oviiiiiiiee e Chair
Michael Morley.......cccovuiiienicieiiiiieeeciennes Vice Chair
Barbara Judge.................. Education & Formation Liaison
Jim Lesniak.............. ..... Education & Formation Liaison
Joan Bullock.................... Peace and Social Justice Liaison
Matthew Wieser............. .Peace and Social Justice Liaison
Martha Kozub..........ccoovvviveeeninnn.. Parish Life Liaison
Lisa Codo.....ccuvvviniiiieiiieeicieee ene Parish Life Liaison
Connie Solorio..................Spirituality & Worship Liaison
Alice Lewinski................... Spirituality & Worship Liaison
Lou Bufano..........cocceeeeivecnieinnnenns Stewardship Liaison
Mick Adamson.........ccceeevvveeennnnne. Stewardship Liaison
Jeffrey COXoniviniiiiiiie e e Secretary
Rev. Martin DobrzynsKi..........ccccveveviierenininniinnns Pastor
Rev. Robert Ross............ccc.cceeeeneee..... . Associate Pastor
Deacon Ron Pyle.......cccooeevvvieeinnennnnn. Permanent Deacon
Deacon Gary Wolfe..........cccceeeenennnnnn. Permanent Deacon

February 22, 2026



From the Pastor’s Desk —

How It All Began. The story of the origins of humanity are shrouded in mystery. By this I do not mean mystery as
something that cannot be understood, but rather mystery as is in the fact that our origin as a species cannot be simply
defined by scientific conjecture. Even if we evolved at some point, we became human, a being possessing more than just a
survival instinct. We began to possess a will. The first humans had a powerful tool other species did not have. That tool
was their will. Humans can imagine something to be different, and they can will it into reality. Even intelligent animals
cannot will themselves beyond their natural capabilities. We can!

What intervenes between God’s original intent for us, His creation, and the resulting distortion of that intent is the greatest
gift God gives us. It is the gift of our free will. God gives this to us for one particular purpose, to know Him and to love
Him freely, without coercion. It is the gift that we can freely exercise to make it possible for us to turn to God or to turn
away from God.

We begin Lent with the story of our fall. It is not the first time Adam or Eve exercised their will, but it becomes the first
time they choose to exercise their will in an opposite direction from their nature. That nature was not like that of the other
pieces of creation. Our original nature was to be with God and to walk with God as Genesis relates. Though we are created
in His image and likeness, we are not the Creator. He is all good, all loving, all forgiving, and all merciful. We are that too,
but only if we quell our self-interest.

Adam and Eve, indulging their self-interest, which is what led to eating the fruit, was an act of willfulness. Lent is a time
to review how our sometimes voracious taste for self-interest is killing us. It’s a time to move away from the fall and
toward their reality of our risen life in Christ. We have a taste of what it means to seek God’s interest, which is to seek the
good of their he other. We see what awaits us if we use our will to choose the fruit of service instead of self-interest.

We come to know that there is a cost to quelling our willfulness. The cost is not what the world would consider palatable.
The cost is seen in Jesus’ passion and death. But, the result is beyond our imaginings. The good news is that Jesus has done
the worst for us. What we pass through in our trials are already redeemed by His trial. The crosses we carry are only pieces
of the Cross He carries for you and me.

Our first parents disobeyed, used their will not to seek God’s Will. Our second Adam, Jesus, uses His will to obey, to resist
disobedience in the desert. He shows us how to seek once again God’s Will and shows us that we do not have to be slaves
to our desires, our fears, and our pride. Use the disciplines of Lent: more prayer (together and in private), fasting and
abstaining from meat and other foods and activities, and giving alms (sharing our treasure with the less fortunate). These
tools for our Lenten journey challenge our self-interest and help us to grow our will to seek union with God who created us
in His image.

Our Joint Lenten Project: We often think of Lent as a time of individual penance, prayer and good works. In reality,
the season of Lent developed as a time of intensified communal acts of prayer, penance and good works (almsgiving). This
is why we have a communal Lenten project.

This Lent, everyone is invited to share a particular cross they carry. We all carry some piece of the Lord’s Cross in our
personal crosses. Today, you are invited to share one significant cross you carry. It might be the concern that “my children
don’t go to church,” or it might be “my battle with cancer, etc.” or it might be “tension in my marriage” or “worry about
my employment,” etc.. On the small card, you are asked to share that cross. No names are necessary. Just, in brief, share
your cross.

Next week, on the 2nd Sunday of Lent, our crosses will be hung from the wooden cross in the Gathering Space. I ask
everyone, young and old, to just take a look at someone's cross and then do some act of sacrifice, almsgiving or prayer
during the week for that person.

Also, in the bulletin next week and in the Flock Note there will be a QR code and/or a link to post what you did, like: “I
prayed the Stations of the Cross” or “I offered a decade of the rosary each day” or “I fasted an extra day” or “I made a
donation to the Good Samaritans” etc.... These good works, sacrifices and prayers will then be posted on screens in the
Gathering Space. This will be a comfort for all of us as we see our crosses graced by the almsgiving, prayer and sacrifices
of each other. A poignant reminder that you and I do not carry our cross alone, but our crosses are carried with the grace
that comes from Jesus and His Body, the Church.
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OUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS

Our weekly parish bulletin is created and managed right here in our parish office. The advertising proceeds
directly support our parish. When you’re in need of services for your home, please consider supporting the
businesses that make our bulletin possible—and don’t forget to mention that you saw their ad here!

To advertise in our bulletin, call Elizabeth Munoz, Communications Director at 219-334-8042.

Coco’s Pro-painting /‘-

Yu 10 Years of Experience
Adveitize Here! Phone # 708-259-7873 fonsecasoccoro@gmail.com

Houses/Apartments - Repair Holes - Wallpaper Removal )?
Custom Professional Work

Community Care Network Hoehn Medical Center
Family and Internal Medicine, Cardiology, Endocrinology

505 W. Lincoln Hwy, Schererville ‘®

COMHS.org | 219-322-3311

Wiy Adverdize (Wit (15!

« You have a captive audience - your church community

« A good source of referrals or word of mouth advertising

« Your business name is seen every week, building awareness

- Affordable local, targeted community advertising

« Shows your support for your community, in turn parishioners will
support you

- For same price as a one-week insertion in newspaper, you receive
a full year of advertising support both in print and online.



We are Catholic men who:

LEAD, SERVE, PROTEGT
AND DEFEND.

Down't Stop Prayin’

St. Michael Catholic School

Quality Catholic Education
Affordable for All!

New
& -
7 New Name, Same Trusted Care Advel'tlsel'

° \\\“! Wy .
Coming Soon i\~

Call 219-334-8042 /), -

Community Healthcare System®
is NOW

S
.} Powers
HEALTHsu

Learn more at PowersHealth.org
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"Need a Helping Hand? Breeder of all four (4) official cavalier colors
For 70 years, All AKC purebred | OFA tested
Schererville Civic Funds Raised in family home as pets.

has been there for our neighbors— Susan Marcek —708—899-[]774 o

providing a temporary helping hand to o e
Schererville residents in times of need. HN S Pa ”Sh 1on Br, Owner & B [ [] er \1\; A8
We offer help with: ‘ ' R
Emergency Rent & Utilities + Medical Oak Creek Cavaliers.com ‘
Equipment * Holiday Food Gift Cards+ Oakcreekcavaliers@gmail.com
Education Scholarships

Serving our community with care

since 1956. Call (219) 322-1020 for Need Help?

confidential assistance.
We Care About You!

Call 219-741-1709
Advertize Here! )

[.owden

o
Financial Partners Divine
4
Investment Management M

Life & Health Insurance
Retirement Planning TW
Financial Planning 5,‘
Estate Planning

Pracess

Cetera Wealth Services, LLC, member FINRA/SIPC.

440 W 84“1 Drive Merri”\"i"ey IN 46410 Lowden Financial Partners, LLC is independent of Ceter
B . ‘_.w—r e
s Kenneth M. Wilk

SCHERERVILLE GLASS & MIRROR, S SRS
219-322-5050 P\

WWW.SCHERERVILLEGLASS.COM » PERSONAL INJURY
RUBINO, RUMAN, CROSMER & POLEN

WE ARE SCI]ERERVIIJLE STRONG 275 Joliet Street, Suite 330, Dyer, IN

\ FIFTY YEARS OF SERVING
THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

* WILLS / PROBATE * ESTATE PLANNING

(219) 322-8222

Solan Pruzin Funeral Homes and Crematory ~ 213-322-7766
JOohn Pruzin Jr.

14 Kennedy Ave. Schererville, IN Parishioner & Family Owned

St. Michael the Archangel, Pray for us!


https://scherervillecivicfunds.org/index.html
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