
WELCOME TO ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
January 4, 2026           EPIPHANY OF THE LORD



SATURDAY LITURGY  
Vigil: 5:00 PM                           
SUNDAY LITURGY
7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 AM
Livestream 9:30 AM mass
DAILY LITURGY           
Weekdays    7:00 AM              
Saturday      8:00 AM                       
HOLY DAY LITURGY
See page 9 of the bulletin 
CHAPEL HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
8:00 AM-3:00 PM
Wednesdays 
8:00 AM-4:00 PM
Saturday 
9:00 AM-3:00 PM
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Wednesdays
1:00-4:00 PM in the Chapel

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION
Sacrament of Penance...Saturday 
3:30 PM-4:30 PM
Baptisms...First time parents at 
St. Michael must attend a Baptism
Prep session before the baptism date
can be scheduled. Please call 219-322-
4505 at ext. 8241 to schedule the prep
session and/or baptism date.

Marriage….The bride, groom or their
parents/grandparents must be active 
registered members of the parish for
at least one year prior to reserving a
date for the wedding. The diocese
requires that arrangements must be
made at least six months in advance
of the wedding date in order for the
proper personal, spiritual and
liturgical preparations of the couple
to be completed. 

Sacrament of the Sick...Please call the
office until 4:00 PM. After 4:00 PM,
please call 322-6623 Monday-Friday
and anytime on the weekend. 
Names of the sick are placed in the 
bulletin for a period of four weeks
after which time they are either
removed or placed in the Book of
Intentions in the Chapel. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Monday prior to the Sunday printing
12:00 PM (Noon). Holidays have
exceptions. Please submit potential
bulletin articles by email to
bulletin@stmichaelparish.life or in
print form to the office or by fax to
322-4508.

MINISTRIES
If  you are interested in participating in any of
these ministries, please visit the website for
Ministry Coordinator information.
Spirituality & Worship Commission
Altar Servers
Art & Environment
Cross Bearers
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Hospitality
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Music Ministry
Centering Prayer Ministry
OCIA 
Sacristan
Ministers of Care
Education & Formation Commission
Adult Catholic Education
Baptismal Preparation
Catholic Bible Study
Faith Formation
Marriage Ministry
Marriage Preparation
Radiate
School Administrator
Stewardship & Parish Administration 
AV Ministry
Cemetery Committee
Parish Gardeners
Stewardship
Parish Life
Boy Scouts of America/Girl Scouts
Comforting Chefs
Festival Committee
Holy Name Society
Knights of Columbus
Labors of Love 
Ministry of Hope & Consolation
Young Adult Ministry
Parish Nurse
Senior GEMS
Welcoming Ministry
Peace & Social Justice Commission
Good Samaritans
Rebuilding Hope Mission Team
Wheelchair Ramp Ministry
Respect Life Group
Pastoral Care
 

CONVENT
Congregation of Mother of Carmel

43 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville
219-322-4011 

SCHOOL OFFICE
16 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville

(219)322-4531/FAX (219)322-1710

Principal
Mrs. Michelle Biscan           
mwacnik@smswarriors.org
Executive Assistant
Mrs. Karen Rapacz           
krapacz@stmichaelparish.life
Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Kimberley Hoogeveen        
khoogeveen@stmichaelparish.life
Administrative Assistant
Mrs. Mary Jo Rymarczyk            
mrymarczyk@stmichaelparish.life

PARISH OFFICE
1 E. Wilhelm St, Schererville

(219) 322-4505/FAX (219) 322-4508
9:00-4:00 PM MONDAY-FRIDAY

or by appointment
www.stmichaelparish.life

Pastor
Rev. Martin Dobrzynski                             ext. 8220
pastor@stmichaelparish.life
Associate Pastor
Rev. Robert Ross                                          ext. 8229
frrobertr@stmichaelparish.life
 Permanent Deacon
Deacon Ron Pyle                                          ext. 8284
deaconron@stmichaelparish.life
Permanent Deacon/Scholarship & Grant Coordinator
Deacon Gary Wolfe                                     ext. 8222
gwolfe@stmichaelparish.life
Evangelization & Missionary Discipleship
Mrs. Janice Gatons                                      ext. 8241
jgatons@stmichaelparish.life
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Ms. Danette Lashbrook                              ext. 8227
dlashbrook@stmichaelparish.life
Director of Finance & Accounting
Mrs. Jesica Cherry                                        ext. 8226
jcherry@stmichaelparish.life
Executive Secretary
Mrs. Judi Patzelt                                           ext. 8220
jpatzelt@stmichaelparish.life
Communications Director
Mrs. Elizabeth Munoz                                 ext. 8263
emunoz@stmichaelparish.life
Bulletin Editor
Mr. Joseph Udani                                         ext. 8239
judani@stmichaelparish.life
Accounting Clerk
Mrs. Jeanette Negrete                                   ext. 8234
jnegrete@stmichaelparish.life
Campus Facilities Coordinator
Mr. Rick Gilbert                                           ext. 8232
rgilbert@stmichaelparish.life
Head Sacristan
Mrs. Loretta DePrez                                    ext. 8228
sacristan@stmichaelparish.life

 PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS
Bob Solorio.…………...…….……………….............Chair
Michael Morley……....…............………………Vice Chair
Barbara Judge..................Education & Formation Liaison
Jim Lesniak……........ .....Education & Formation Liaison
Joan Bullock..…...............Peace and Social Justice Liaison
Matthew Wieser….......... .Peace and Social Justice Liaison 
Martha Kozub………...............……….Parish Life Liaison
Lisa Codo………..…..............…… …..Parish Life Liaison
Connie Solorio……............Spirituality & Worship Liaison
Alice Lewinski…................Spirituality & Worship Liaison
Lou Bufano……….............................Stewardship Liaison
Mick Adamson……................……....Stewardship Liaison
Jeffrey Cox……………………................…...…...Secretary
Rev. Martin Dobrzynski……..................……...…...Pastor
Rev. Robert Ross….……..................…....Associate Pastor
Deacon Ron Pyle……...................…....Permanent Deacon
Deacon Gary Wolfe…...............……....Permanent Deacon
 Website: www.stmichaelparish.life                                        Page 2                                                                  January 4, 2026



Website: www.stmichaelparish.life                                        Page 3                                                                  January 4, 2026

Surprise, surprise! The quest of modern society, especially in the past 100 years, has been to make daily life more secure
and less surprising. So comfortable have we become with security that we are shocked to hear of viruses that seemingly
have no cure or tainted hamburger patties at our favorite fast food chain. Though these surprises are unwelcome they do
remind us that life is never certain. Being nervous about surprises is good and bad. In one respect it encourages us to plan
so we are not caught in a tight spot. On the other hand, it can encourage us to close ourselves off from new experiences
and new people. This kind of security is really a prison. Avoiding surprises in our prayer, public or private, is not a virtue. 
 
Today’s feast of the Epiphany is all about surprises and the goodness of surprises. The surprise is that God has come into
the world not just for the chosen people but for all people, even people who don’t believe in God. Now, this might not
come to us as a shocking revelation, but it was to the people of the first century. It could be a revelation for us to realize
that God breaks through to you and me in similar surprising ways. The person(s) with whom we have a problem -
surprise! - they can easily be God’s challenge to us to grow and perhaps look at the world in a different way. The
frustrations at work or in school - surprise! - can be God’s way of waking us up to new possibilities. Difficulties in a
relationship with someone we care for - surprise! -can easily be God’s invitation to seek God’s wisdom through a
counselor or spiritual director. 
 
If we have the notion that surprises are to be avoided, then we limit ourselves to experiencing God in our lives.
Remember, our God is full of surprises. This is the God who made a virgin the mother of God, this is a God who
surprised Elizabeth, the God who surprised the leaders of the people in sending John the Baptist, the God who surprised
all of history by first becoming a human being and then freely giving his life so all of us might live for him, forever. If we
expect God to act, be ready for a surprise.
 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk



        Eucharistic Adoration 
“Jesus has made Himself  the Bread of Life to
give us life. Night and day, He is there. If  you
really want to grow in love, come back to the

Eucharist, come back to that adoration.”
- St Teresa of Calcutta

Come and Spend Time with the Lord—
Wednesdays,  1:00 - 4:00 PM in the Chapel.

Spirituality and Worship
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        PRAY FOR THE SICK; LIFE IS PRECIOUS 
Jill Margala, Tim & Helen Hazard, Kimberly Hoogeveen, Michelle Lamb, Susan Stern, Geraldine Heintz, 
Tom Bohney, Emelia Williams, Shirley Centanni, Jill Blesha, Jennifer Jones, Phyllis Leyba, Rina Testolin, 
Leo Paratore, Pat Matz, Pam Bane, Dave & Jo Brown, Nicole Villanueva, Rose Ilgin, Ruth Marie Sarros, 

Ken Anderson, George Ristich, Soledad Salinas, Joan Hamnik, Timothy Bunchek, 
and all those in need of the healing touch of God. 

Please call 219-322-4505, ext. 8220 to place a loved one on the Prayer List.  
Please see page 2 for guidelines regarding Pray for the Sick List. 

St. Michael’s parishioners are in bold, italic print. 

Peace and Social Justice Commission

As we start a new year, prayerfully consider joining a ministry at St. Michael Parish. Our parish
is blessed with over 40 ministries that serve the Church in a variety of ways. By joining a

ministry, you are invited to share your time, talent, and treasure in the Name of Jesus.

Catholic Bible Study Spring 2026
The Spirituality of Paul

Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.  The first meeting is January 27. 
You may pay $20 to order your book (we have to cover
shipping) or you can save money and purchase yours
through Amazon. Registration starts the weekends of

January 10 & 11 and 17 & 18 in GS. Call Deacon Ron
Pyle (219-742-8263) or Linda Hansen (219-682-7072)

for more information.

SAVE THE DATE: Holy Hour for Life
January 25 at 3 PM in the Chapel

Please join the Respect Life Ministry and
Knights of Columbus as we pray for the end of
abortion and remember the many lives lost and

affected by this tragedy.



Education and Formation
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St. Michael’s High School Youth

Group Invites all Teens! 
St. Michael’s High School Youth

Group Invites all Teens! 

Don’t miss out on faith-filled fun! To join Radiate or ask questions, contact Mrs. Jeannine Quigley 219-775-5356.

Our next Radiate is Sunday, January 11  in St Patrick Hall from 6-8pmth

All High Schoolers are welcome to join us!
Radiate is a place of non-judgement. A place of fun. And a place where you can find support in your faith life!

Come check us out!

Radiate came
together to

celebrate the
season.

A joyful night
with good

friends and
Christmas

cheer!
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Parish Life
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New Parishioner Welcome

Dinner - January 16, 2026

New Parishioner Welcome
Dinner - January 16, 2026

Chair Yoga January 9 at 
8 AM in St. Amand Room

Please call Ursula at
219-741-3276 to register.

Our next meeting is January 13 at 10 AM in the SE
meeting room. Come help us plan our next

adventures for the new year.

 Join us for our next meeting January 6, 2026 at
10 AM in St. Patrick Hall.

For parishioners who registered between 
April 2025 and October 2025.

Look for a personal invitation in your mailbox. 
Join us for an evening of delicious food and good
company with our priests and fellow parish family

members. There is no hidden agenda.

Young adults ages 18 to 35 we encourage you to join
our Ministry. We strive to build friendships &

encourage each other to live our faith. Text or call
AnnMarie Hemmerling at 219-798-3248
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Serve the poor and suffering this week. If you
are unsure of how, ask Christ to help you
-submitted by Conchita Bryner

"Faithful Giving, Blessings
Abound – Thank you for Your

Support." To make online giving 
easier, please scan the QR code

to donate.
 

GS-Gathering Space             SPH-St. Patrick Hall

SUNDAY JANUARY 4
Music Ministry Christmas Concert, 3:00 PM, Church
Vietnamese Mass, 6:00 PM, Church

The Rosary is said after 7:00 AM weekday Mass 
except Tuesday-after OLPH Devotions
 
MONDAY JANUARY 5
Marriage Prep Meeting, 7:00 PM, St. Amand Room
Liturgy Committee Meeting, 6:30 PM, SE Room

TUESDAY JANUARY 6
Labors of Love, 10:00 AM, SPH
Faith Formation, 6:00 PM, SMS and Gym

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 7
Children’s Choir Practice, 3:15, Library
Eucharistic Adoration, 1:00-4:00 PM, Chapel
Faith Formation, 6:00 PM, SMS and Gym

THURSDAY JANUARY 8
Baptismal Prep, 6:00 PM, SW Room
Music Ministry Practice, 7:00 PM, Church
Education Foundation Meeting, 7:00 PM, SE Room

FRIDAY JANUARY 9
Chair Yoga, 8:00 AM, St. Amand Room
Respect Life Meeting, 1:30 PM, SE Room
Bell Practice, 6:00 PM, Church
Radiate Volleyball, 6:30 PM, SMS Gym

SATURDAY JANUARY 10
K of C Prayer Group, 8:30 AM, St. Amand Room
Confessions, 3:30-4:30 PM, Chapel
Catholic Bible Study Registrations, Before and After
Mass, GS

SUNDAY JANUARY 11
Catholic Bible Study Registrations, Before and After all
Masses, GS
FF Sunday Class, 9:30 AM, SMS Gym
Radiate, 6:00 PM, SPH

 December 28, 2025

           Adult Collection - $12,488.00
           Children’s Collection - $40.00
           Loose Collection - $616.00
           EFT’s - $1,955.00
           Misc/Other Collection - $7,316.00

 
Total Weekly Offering

$22,415.00
Christmas Collection

$30,844.80
Thank you for your generosity!

 

There are towers available on either side of the
main aisle in church to place your Sunday
donations. We no longer pass baskets for

regular collections.

Stewardship



SATURDAY                 JANUARY  3
5:00 PM                        ✚ Jane Urick

SUNDAY                      JANUARY 4 THE EPIPHANY OF
                                                                               OUR LORD
7:30 AM                        St. Michael Parish

9:30 AM                       ✚Roman, Adeline, Jim and Greg
                                          Barlog

11:30 AM                     ✚Bill and Delores Wright
                                      ✚Robert Hamnik

MONDAY                     JANUARY 5
7:00 AM                       ✚ Walter and Mildred Prenizny
                                    
TUESDAY                     JANUARY 6
7:00 AM                       ✚ Joe Hapak

WEDNESDAY              JANUARY 7
7:00 AM                       ✚Helen Scobee
                                           
8:55 AM                       ✚Mary Ann Adam
 

THURSDAY             JANUARY 8
7:00 AM                    ✚ Charles Bielefeld

FRIDAY                    JANUARY 9
7:00 AM                    Fr. Robert Ross
                                      
SATURDAY              JANUARY 10
8:00 AM                    ✚ Sophie Pawlicki

5:00 PM                     ✚Maria and Elia Alverez

SUNDAY                   JANUARY 11  THE BAPTISM OF
THE LORD
                                                                                                               
7:30 AM                     ✚Monica Drzewiecki

9:30 AM                     St. Michael Parish
                                     
11:30 AM                   ✚Mary Marsh
                                    ✚Dale Thron
                                    ✚Joanne Garcia
                                     
               
✚ indicates deceased

 

The Word
(Readings for January 11th, 2026, The Baptism of the Lord )

I   Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7                        “Here is my servant whom I uphold. I, the Lord, have called
                                                           you for the victory of justice, said Isaiah. “To open the eyes
                                                           of the blind, to bring out prisoners,” and to make you a light
                                                           for the nations.
 
II.   Acts of the Apostles 10:34-38     God does not play favorites. All who fear the Lord are justified.
                                                           God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and the power to do
                                                           good works and heal all in need.
 
III.  Matthew 3:13-17                        The Holy Spirit descended on Him like a dove, and a voice
                                                           from the heavens said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I
                                                            am well pleased.”
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Our weekly parish bulletin is created and managed right here in our parish office. The advertising proceeds
directly support our parish. When you’re in need of services for your home, please consider supporting the

businesses that make our bulletin possible—and don’t forget to mention that you saw their ad here!

To advertise in our bulletin, call Elizabeth Munoz, Communications Director at 219-334-8042.

• You have a captive audience - your church community 
• A good source of referrals or word of mouth advertising 
• Your business name is seen every week, building awareness 
• Affordable local, targeted community advertising 
• Shows your support for your community, in turn parishioners will
support you 
• For same price as a one-week insertion in newspaper, you receive
a full year of advertising support both in print and online.

Why Advertise With Us!

OUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS

$20/ad R 1.1 w: 2.5" h: 1.2"

Advertise Here!



$21/ad L 2.4 w: 2.5" h: 1.4" $44/ad R2.7 w: 2.5" h: 3"

Advertise Here!
$30/ad L 2.1 w: 3.9 h: 1.4 inches

Advertise Here!

Call 219-334-8042

S t .  M i chae l  Ca tho l i c  Schoo l  S t .  M i c h a e l  C a t h o l i c  S c h o o l  
Qua l i t y  Ca tho l i c  Educa t i on

A f f o rdab le  f o r  A l l !  
Q u a l i t y  C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n

A f f o r d a b l e  f o r  A l l !  

We are Catholic men who: 

L E A D,  S E RV E ,  P R O T E C T
 A N D  D E F E N D.   

L E A D,  S E RV E ,  P R O T E C T
 A N D  D E F E N D.   Advertise Here!

New
Advertiser

Coming Soon

Don’t Stop Prayin’‌

Call 219-334-8042



$25/ad M 3.5 w: 3.7" h: 1.1"

Tom and Karyn Gallas, Parishioners 

$20/ad R 3.5 w: 2.4" h: 1.1"

Our mission depends entirely on YOU.
We are an all-volunteer, nonprofit

organization, every dollar you give goes
directly to helping local families.

We Can’t Do It Without You!We Can’t Do It Without You!
For 70 years, 

 
has been there for our neighbors—

providing a temporary helping hand to
Schererville residents in times of need.

 To donate to the SCF a 501(c)(3) charity :
Mail checks to PO Box 5; Sch 46375 

Online at scherervillecivicfunds.org

Schererville Civic FundsSchererville Civic Funds

$20/ad L 3.5 w: 2.5“ h: 1.1"

S t .  M i c h a e l  th e  A r c h ang e l ,  P r a y  f o r  u s !S t .  M i c h a e l  t h e  A r c h a n g e l ,  P r a y  f o r  u s !

FIFTY YEARS OF SERVING 
THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

Advertise Here!

Advertise Here!

Custom Size

Need Help? 
We Care About You!

Call 219-741-1709

https://scherervillecivicfunds.org/index.html
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