


SATURDAY LITURGY
Vigil: 5:00 PM

SUNDAY LITURGY
7:30,9:30 & 11:30 AM
Livestream 9:30 AM mass
DAILY LITURGY
Weekdays 7:00 AM
Saturday  8:00 AM
HOLY DAY LITURGY
See page 9 of the bulletin
CHAPEL HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Fridayj
8:00 AM-3:00 PM

Wednesdays

8:00 AM-4:00 PM

Saturday

9:00 AM-3:00 PM
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Wednesdays

1:00-4:00 PM in the Chapel

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION
Sacrament of Penance...Saturday

3:30 PM-4:30 PM

Baptisms...First time parents at

St. Michael must attend a Baptism
Prep session before the baptism date
can be scheduled. Please call Janice at
ext. 8241 to schedule the prep session
and/or baptism date.

Marriage....The bride, groom or their
parents/grandparents must be active
registered members of the parish for
at least one year prior to reserving a
date for the wedding. The diocese
requires that arrangements must be
made at least six months in advance
of the wedding date in order for the
proper personal, spiritual and
liturgical preparations of the couple
to be completed.

Sacrament of the Sick...Please call the
office until 4:00 PM. After 4:00 PM,
please call 322-6623 Monday-Friday
and anytime on the weekend.

Names of the sick are placed in the
bulletin for a period of four weeks
after which time they are either
removed or placed in the Book of
Intentions in the Chapel.

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Monday prior to the Sunday printing
12:00 PM (Noon). Holidays have
exceptions. Please submit potential
bulletin articles by email to
bulletin@stmichaelparish.life or in
print form to the office or by fax to
322-4508.

Website: www.stmichaelparish.life

MINISTRIES

If you are interested in participating in any of
these ministries, please visit the website for
Ministry Coordinator information.
Spirituality & Worship Commission
Altar Servers

Art & Environment

Cross Bearers

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Hospitality

Lectors

Liturgy Committee

Music Ministry

Centering Prayer Ministry

OCIA

Sacristan

Ministers of Care

Education & Formation Commission
Adult Catholic Education
Baptismal Preparation

Catholic Bible Study

Faith Formation

Marriage Ministry

Marriage Preparation

Radiate

School Administrator

Stewardship & Parish Administration
AV Ministry

Cemetery Committee

Parish Gardeners

Stewardship

Parish Life

Boy Scouts of America/Girl Scouts
Comforting Chefs

Festival Committee

Holy Name Society

Knights of Columbus

Labors of Love

Ministry of Hope & Consolation
Young Adult Ministry

Parish Nurse

Senior GEMS

Welcoming Ministry

Peace & Social Justice Commission
Good Samaritans

Rebuilding Hope Mission Team
Wheelchair Ramp Ministry

Respect Life Group

Pastoral Care

CONVENT
Congregation of Mother of Carmel
43 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville
219-322-4011
SCHOOL OFFICE
16 W. Wilhelm St., Schererville
(219)322-4531/FAX (219)322-1710

Principal

Mrs. Michelle Biscan
mwacnik(@smswarriors.org
Executive Assistant

Mrs. Karen Rapacz
krapacz@stmichaelparish.life
Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Kimberley Hoogeveen
khoogeveen@stmichaelparish.life
Administrative Assistant

Mrs. Mary Jo Rymarczyk
mrymarczyk@stmichaelparish.life

Page 2

PARISH OFFICE
1 E. Wilhelm St, Schererville
(219) 322-4505/FAX (219) 322-4508
9:00-4:00 PM MONDAY-FRIDAY
or by appointment
www.stmichaelparish.life
Pastor
Rev. Martin Dobrzynski
pastor@stmichaelparish.life
Associate Pastor
Rev. Robert Ross
frrobertr@stmichaelparish.life
Permanent Deacon
Deacon Ron Pyle
deaconron@stmichaelparish.life
Permanent Deacon/Scholarship & Grant Coordinator
Deacon Gary Wolfe ext. 8222
gwolfe@stmichaelparish.life
Evangelization & Missionary Discipleship
Mrs. Janice Gatons

ext. 8220

ext. 8229

ext. 8284

ext. 8241
jgatons@stmichaelparish.life
Director of Liturgy & Music
Ms. Danette Lashbrook
dlashbrook@stmichaelparish.life
Director of Finance & Accounting
Mrs. Jesica Cherry
jcherry@stmichaelparish.life
Executive Secretary
Mrs. Judi Patzelt
jpatzelt@stmichaelparish.life
Communications Director
Mrs. Elizabeth Munoz
emunoz@stmichaelparish.life
Bulletin Editor
Mr. Joseph Udani
judani@stmichaelparish.life
Accounting Clerk
Mrs. Jeanette Negrete
jnegrete@stmichaelparish.life
Campus Facilities Coordinator
Mr. Rick Gilbert
rgilbert@stmichaelparish.life
Head Sacristan
Mrs. Loretta DePrez
sacristan@stmichaelparish.life
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS

ext. 8227

ext. 8226

ext. 8220

ext. 8263

ext. 8239

ext. 8234

ext. 8232

ext. 8228

Bob S0lOrio....c.oviiiiiiiee e Chair
Michael Morley.......cccovuiiienicieiiiiieeeciennes Vice Chair
Barbara Judge.................. Education & Formation Liaison
Jim Lesniak.............. ..... Education & Formation Liaison
Joan Bullock.................... Peace and Social Justice Liaison
Matthew Wieser............. .Peace and Social Justice Liaison
Martha Kozub..........ccoovvviveeeninnn.. Parish Life Liaison
Lisa Codo.....ccuvvviniiiieiiieeicieee ene Parish Life Liaison
Connie Solorio..................Spirituality & Worship Liaison
Alice Lewinski................... Spirituality & Worship Liaison
Lou Bufano..........cocceeeeivecnieinnnenns Stewardship Liaison
Mick Adamson.........ccceeevvveeennnnne. Stewardship Liaison
Jeffrey COXoniviniiiiiiie e e Secretary
Rev. Martin DobrzynsKi..........ccccveveviierenininniinnns Pastor
Rev. Robert Ross............ccc.cceeeeneee..... . Associate Pastor
Deacon Ron Pyle.......cccooeevvvieeinnennnnn. Permanent Deacon
Deacon Gary Wolfe..........cccceeeenennnnnn. Permanent Deacon
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From the Pastor’s Desk———

The Importance of Mourning. Our Christian Faith teaches us not to be afraid of the death that takes our bodies, but
to be afraid of the death that might destroy our soul. Our body and our soul are intertwined so much so that the body
cannot have life without the soul, and the soul cannot reach its ultimate fullness without the body. This is how God has
created human beings. Our soul, unlike that of animals and plants, is given the gift of reason, of freewill, and of the
ability to know and to be, by grace, like our Creator. These abilities demand of us more than what is expected of our
pets and our fruit trees. It is these very abilities that color humanity’s sensitivity to death in this life.

For as long as can be remembered, the passing of a fellow human being has taken on a special significance that is
reflected in what we do after someone dies. The pattern of Jesus’ death and subsequent burial sets a pattern for us, His
followers. Jesus is not simply disposed of as an unwanted corpse, like the lifeless bodies of those destroyed in a
holocaust. Jesus’ body is lovingly removed from the cross. The closest disciples and followers join with Mary in
mourning with loud cries and tears, remembering of how He once was, before that black Friday. Then his body is
prepared, anointed, and handled with great care as he is laid in His tomb. The women then return to the cemetery to
pray for their beloved dead knowing their interconnectedness with Him. Indeed, it is this vigil they hold at the cemetery
after His burial that reveals to them His resurrection.

We are baptized into the pattern of Jesus’ life, death, burial, and resurrection. These are not just fancy words but
describe a reality to which we discipline (a word which comes from the word “disciple”) ourselves. As Christians, our
deaths are no less meaningful than Christ’s. Our funerals are no less necessary for those who mourn than was the
necessity of Mary holding in her arms the lifeless body of her Son. The kindness of those who knew us in this life
expressed to our loved ones is no less necessary than those who comforted Mary at the foot of the cross and the mouth
of the tomb. The care with which we are laid to rest is no less significant than the care we read about in the gospel
accounts of Jesus’ burial. Our burial site is no less important a place for our loved ones to hold vigil for us in prayer
than was Jesus’ tomb for the women who came there to pray.

As Catholic Christians we have a wonderful resource that is designed to help us when a loved one dies. It is based on
this pattern of which I speak. The Funeral Rites of the Church are there to remind us how closely we are connected into
Christ. At death we still dwell in Christ, our bodies are lifeless, but Christ promises us that because we are in Him and
He in us (in our body-soul) our bodies will be transformed on the last day. Our bodies are essential to our full salvation.

Too much emphasis of how Christ dwells in us can lead us to think that in bodily death Christ has no need of our bodies
any longer. Rather, we must keep in mind that first, we dwell in Christ’s body by virtue of Baptism. Consequently,
secondly, he dwells in us by the power of the Holy Spirit. Remembering the truth of our Christian faith we can better
understand the need to respect the earthly dwelling of Christ, which was our body, knowing that it will one day rise
again. Then, by God’s power, flesh and soul are no longer divided.

That is why we do not fear, like one who has no hope, the finality of bodily death. By us being united to Christ in this
world through our bodies (it is the body that is washed in the baptismal waters, and so also the soul, not the other way
around) so in the next life he will once again unite us as one body & soul in Him, Father, Son and Spirit. Thus, the
Funeral Rites of our Church are important and should be honored. The Vigil (wake) has a specific purpose as the
Church teaches us,

“The time immediately following death is often one of bewilderment and may involve shock or heart rendering grief for
the family and close friends. The ministry (task) of the Church (in particular our parish community) at this time is one
of gently accompanying the mourners in their initial adjustment to the fact of death and the sorrow this entails. The
minister helps the mourners to express their sorrow and to find strength and consolation through faith in Christ and his
resurrection to eternal life. The members of the Christian community (friends & parishioners) offer support to the
mourners especially by praying (with and for them) that the one they have lost may have eternal life.”

There is wisdom in these words that are lost in the present popular belief that sadness (especially for children) should be
avoided; as if somehow mourning and allowing others to comfort us is not psychologically beneficial. Yet, even
psychologists know the benefit of mourning and sadness.

Jesus himself tells us, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” Both mourning and offering comfort
are part of our Christian life. To mourn without the benefit of comfort is not healthy for the body or the soul. To give
comfort to those who mourn is a corporal work of mercy. When we allow ourselves to mourn and let others come to
comfort and pray for us, as we pray together for the decreased, we engage in the most ancient of human practices. This
engagement enables us to come to know our place with Christ, our place in this life, and our place in the life to come.
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